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ACADEMIC CALENDAR

FALL SEMESTER 2006

Semester begins August 22, 2006 Tuesday
Instruction begins August 28, 2006 Monday

Labor Day holiday September 4, 2006 Monday
Veterans Day holiday November 10, 2006 Friday
Thanksgiving holiday November 23-24, 2006 Thursday-Friday
Instruction ends December 8, 2006 Thursday

Final examinations preparation December 9, 2006 Saturday

Final examinations December 11-15, 2006 Monday-Friday
Semester ends December 15, 2006 Friday

Winter holiday December 25-26, 2006 Monday-Tuesday

New Year’s holiday

December 29, January 1, 2006

Friday, Monday

SPRING SEMESTER 2007

Semester begins January 9, 2007 Tuesday
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday January 15, 2007 Monday
Instruction begins January 16, 2007 Tuesday
Presidents’ Day holiday February 19, 2007 Monday
Spring recess March 26-30, 2007 Monday-Friday
Cesar Chavez Day holiday March 30, 2007 Friday
Instruction ends May 8, 2007 Tuesday

Final examinations preparation

May 9-10, 2007

Wednesday-Thursday

Final examination

May 11, 12, 14-16, 2007

Friday, Saturday, Monday-Wednesday

Semester ends

May 16, 2007

Wednesday

PROPOSED FALL SEMESTER 2007

Semester begins August 21, 2007 Tuesday
Instruction begins August 27, 2007 Monday

Labor Day holiday September 3, 2007 Monday
Veterans Day holiday November 12, 2007 Monday
Thanksgiving holiday November 22-23, 2007 Thursday-Friday
Instruction ends December 10, 2007 Thursday

Final examinations preparation

December 11-12, 2007

Tuesday- Wednesday

Final examinations

December 13-18, 2007

Thursday-Saturday, Monday-Tuesday

Semester ends

December 18, 2007

Tuesday

Winter holiday

December 24-25, 2007

Monday-Tuesday

New Year’s holiday

December 31, 2007-January 1, 2008

Monday-Tuesday

PROPOSED SPRING SEMESTER 2008

Semester begins January 15, 2008 Tuesday
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday January 21, 2008 Monday
Instruction begins January 22, 2008 Tuesday
Presidents’ Day holiday February 18, 2008 Monday
Spring recess March 24-28, 2008 Monday-Friday
Cesar Chavez Day holiday March 28, 2008 Friday
Instruction ends May 12, 2008 Monday

Final examinations preparation

May 13-14, 2008

Tuesday-Wednesday

Final examination

May 15-17, 19-20, 2008

Thursday-Saturday, Monday-Tuesday

Semester ends

May 20, 2008

Tuesday
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DEGREES - 2006-2007

UNDERGRADUATE DEGRESS
Applied Mathematical Sciences, B.S.*
Emphasis:  Computational Biology

Computer Science and Engineering
Economics
Engineering Mechanics
Physics

*Transfer students will be accepted starting Fall 2008

Bioengineering, B.S.
Emphases: Nanobioengineering
Tissue Engineering

Biological Sciences, B.S.

Cores: Human Biology
Integrative Biology
Molecular and Cell Biology

Emphases: Bioinformatics and Computational Biology
Cell Biology and Development
Cognitive Science
Ecology and Conservation Biology
Evolutionary Biology
Human Health
Molecular Biology and Biochemistry
Microbiology and Immunology
Psychology

Chemical Sciences, B.S.*
Emphases: Biological Chemistry
Chemistry
Environmental Chemistry
Materials Chemistry
*Transfer students will be accepted starting Fall 2008

Computer Science and Engineering, B.S.

Earth Systems Science, B.S.
Emphases: Atmospheric Sciences
Ecosystem Science
Geochemistry and Biogeochemistry
Hydrologic and Climate Sciences

Environmental Engineering, B.S.
Emphases: Air Pollution
Hydrology
Sustainable Energy
Water Quality

Management, B.A.*
*Transtfer students will be accepted starting Fall 2007

Materials Science and Engineering, B.S.*
*Freshmen only Fall 2006

Mechanical Engineering, B.S.*
*Freshmen only Fall 2006

Physics, B.S.*
Emphases: Atomic/Molecular/Optical Physics
Biophysics
Earth and Environmental Physics
Mathematical Physics
*Transfer students will be accepted starting Fall 2008

Psychology, B.A.*
*See web site for description

Social and Cognitive Sciences, B.A.
Emphases: Cognitive Science
Economics
Psychology
Public Policy*
*Transtfer students will be accepted starting Fall 2007

World Cultures and History, B.A.
Emphases: History
Literature

MINORS
e Minor in American Studies
e Minor in Arts
e Minor in Cognitive Science
e Minor in Economics
e Minor in History
¢ Minor in Philosophy
e Minor in Psychology
e Minor in Services Science
e Minor in Spanish
e Minor in Writing

PLANNED ENGINEERING MAJORS
e Chemical Engineering, B.S.
e Civil Engineering, B.S.
e Electrical Engineering, B.S.
¢ Engineering Economics and Management, B.S

PLANNED SOCIAL SCIENCES, HUMANITIES AND
ARTS MAJORS

¢ Anthropology, B.A.

e Art, B.A.

e Cognitive Science, B.A., B.S.

e Economics, B.A.

¢ International Communications, B.A.

e Law and Society, B.A.

e Literature and Cultural Studies, B.A.

e Museum Studies, B.A.

e Philosophy, B.A.

e Political Science, B.A.

e Public Policy, B.A.

¢ Spanish Language and Cultures, B.A.

GRADUATE DEGREES
¢ Individual Graduate Program M.A., M.S., Ph.D.
Graduate Group Emphases include:

Applied Mathematics
Atomic and Molecular Science and Engineering
Computer and Information Systems
Environmental Systems
Quantitative and Systems Biology
Social and Cognitive Sciences
World Cultures

PLANNED INDIVIDUAL GRADUATE PROGRAM:
¢ Global Peace and Security Issues
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UC MERCED CONTACT DIRECTORY

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED LIBRARY

5200 N. Lake Road (209) 724-4443

Merced, CA 95343 E-mail:  library@ucmerced.edu
General information: (209) 228-4400 library.ucmerced.edu

www.ucmerced.edu
RECREATION AND ATHLETICS

ADMISSIONS-UNDERGRADUATE (209) 228-7732 (CATS-REC)
Admissions/Relations with Schools and Colleges E-mail:  recreation@ucmerced.edu
(209) 228-4682 (CAT-GoUCQ) recreation.ucmerced.edu
toll free (866) 270-7301
E-mail: admissions@ucmerced.edu REGISTRAR
admissions.ucmerced.edu (209) 228-2734 (CAT-2REG)

E-mail:  registrar@ucmerced.edu
ADMISSIONS-GRADUATE DIVISION registrar.ucmerced.edu
(209) 228-4723 (CAT-GRAD)
E-mail: graddiv@ucmerced.edu OFFICE OF RESEARCH
graduatedivision.ucmerced.edu (209) 724-4429

www.ucmerced.edu/faculty/research.asp
BOBCAT BOOKSTORE

(209) 228-2665 (CAT-BOOK) POLICE DEPARTMENT
bookstore.ucmerced.edu (209) 228-8273 (CAT-UCPD)
CAMPUS TOURS SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
toll free (866) 270-7301 (209) 228-4411
E-mail:  engineering@ucmerced.edu
CAREER SERVICES engineering.ucmerced.edu
(209) 381-7879 (CATS-CSQ)
E-mail:  careerservices@ucmerced.edu SCHOOL OF NATURAL SCIENCES
careerservices.ucmerced.edu/ (209) 724-4309
E-mail:  naturalsciences@ucmerced.edu
COLLEGE ONE naturalsciences.ucmerced.edu
(209) 228-7458
E-mail:  collegeone@ucmerced.edu SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, HUMANITIES AND ARTS
(209) 228-7742 (CAT-SSHA)
COUNSELING SERVICES E-mail: ssha@ucmerced.edu
(209) 228-7337 (CAT-PEER) ssha.ucmerced.edu
DINING AND RETAIL SERVICES SIERRA NEVADA RESEARCH INSTITUTE
(209) 228-3463 (CAT-DINE) (209) 724-4429
DISABILITY SERVICES STUDENT ADVISING AND LEARNING CENTER
(209) 228-7884 (209) 228-7252 (CAT-SALC)
E-mail:  disabilityservices@ucmerced.edu E-mail: learning@ucmerced.edu

learning.ucmerced.edu
FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS

(209) 228-4243 (CAT-4AID) STUDENT LIFE
E-mail:  finaid@ucmerced.edu (209) 228-5433 (CAT-LIFE)
financialaid.ucmerced.edu E-mail:  studentlife@ucmerced.edu

students.ucmerced.edu
HEALTH SERVICES

(209) 228-2273 (CAT-CARE) STUDENTS FIRST CENTER

E-mail:  health@ucmerced.edu (209) 228-7178 (CATS-15T)
health.ucmerced.edu E-mail:  studentsfirst@ucmerced.edu
HOUSING AND RESIDENCE LIFE STUDENT GOVERNMENT

(209) 228-4663 (CAT-HOME) (209) 228-4688 (CAT-GOVT)

E-mail:  housing@ucmerced.edu
housing.ucmerced.edu
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UC MERCED CONTACT DIRECTORY

SUMMER SESSIONS

(209) 228-2736

E-mail:  summersession@ucmerced.edu
summersession.ucmerced.edu

VICE CHANCELLOR FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS
(209) 228-4482

E-mail:  studentaffairs@ucmerced.edu
studentaffairs.ucmerced.edu

WORLD CULTURES INSTITUTE
(209) 228-4002

GREAT VALLEY CENTER
(209) 522-5103

E-mail: info@greatvalley.org
www.greatvalley.org

UC MERCED CENTERS
Bakersfield

2000 K Street, Suite 300
Bakersfield, CA 93301
(661) 861-7955

Fresno

550 East Shaw Avenue
Fresno, CA 93710
(559) 241-7400

Merced Tri-College Center
3600 M Street

Merced, CA 95348

(209) 381-6545

Merced gives you a feeling of
belonging and homeliness. There
are just enough places to go,
restaurants to eat at, and new
people to meet. Plus, there are so
many big towns near by and
everywhere in California is about
the same distance away! | get to
enjoy a serene way of life while still
enjoying the perks of a big
acclaimed University.

ROSANNA RITA VENEGAS CRUZ,
FRESHMAN
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHANCELLOR

Education is not

the filling of a pail,
but the lighting of a fire.

W. B. YEATS

c ongratulations on your choice to pursue a
university education and welcome to UC
Merced.

Your choice to pursue a university education will
help you prepare to create and analyze new ideas,
solve real-world problems and engage with others
in productive discussion throughout your life. UC
Merced aims to set you on the path toward those
activities with engaging, innovative courses and
unparalleled opportunities to excel individually and
in teams with your fellow students.

In its early years, our campus offers an experience
that simply cannot be found anywhere else.

Some of the best researchers in the world will teach your classes,
meet with you in their offices, lead your field trips, talk to you on the
phone and open up opportunities for you to participate in their
research projects. You can expect these professors to know your
name and take an active role in facilitating your academic success.

You can count on the stability of the ten-campus University of
California system, uniquely manifest in an intimate setting on our
fledgling campus. Great opportunities like the UC system’s exchange
and internship programs are available to you, all while you enjoy a
personal atmosphere where faculty and staff members care about you
individually.

If you are searching for a chance to shine, you've chosen the right
campus. Large strides have been made in student activities and
organizations, but a tremendous amount of work remains as we
grow. The chance to be a pioneer is definitely available for you.

When you chart your academic course at UC Merced, you can choose
from 14 majors and 10 new minors, crafting an interdisciplinary
program of study that will combine your interests and strengths to
move you toward your greatest dreams and plans. Talk with the
faculty and staff in our three academic schools and in our Student
Advising and Learning Center — an unbeatable resource dedicated to
your success — to find the best path for you. You may find a route
that will give you an advantage over others who are following more
traditional paths.

UC Merced celebrates several new facilities for you to use and enjoy
this year. Our Science and Engineering Building will be fully
operational shortly after classes begin, as will the Joseph Edward
Gallo Recreation and Wellness Center. The excitement of watching
history take shape as our campus grows is still a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.

~—
o S loisin -?%_4,:\7/
’ . (g
Carol Tomlinson-Keasey

Chancellor
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UC MERCED INVITES YOU TO HELP OUR CAMPUS GROW

he University of California, Merced offers students the benefits of a

major research university — the first to be built in the 21st century —
with the personalized attention of an intimate campus setting. Entering its
second year of instruction in fall 2006, UC Merced is the tenth and newest
campus of the University of California, offering a continuing journey in
education through our commitment to excellence in teaching, research and
public service.

"Innovative" and "hands-on" are central themes in the approach to
learning at UC Merced, where students are invited to explore emerging areas
of knowledge. Undergraduate and graduate students have unparalleled
access to UC Merced's distinguished faculty and state-of-the-art facilities.
Working alongside these leading scholars, students can participate in
groundbreaking research that crosses and links a wide array of disciplines.
Signature research institutes created at UC Merced to conduct region- and
statewide research with national and international import include the Sierra
Nevada Research Institute and the World Cultures Institute. Campus
partnerships with such organizations as the National Park Service and
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory offer additional intellectual and
facilities resources, and expand opportunities for research on the cutting
edge.

THE CAMPUS

UC Merced's three schools — the School of Engineering, School of Natural
Sciences and School of Social Sciences, Humanities and Arts — offer both
undergraduate and graduate degree programs, and emphasize links between
disciplines. State-of-the-art library resources and laboratories further enrich
students’ educational experience.

Adjacent to Lake Yosemite Park and just outside the city of Merced, UC
Merced is continuing to develop in its convenient location at the center of
California. Nestled between the Sierra Nevada range to the east and the
Coast Ranges to the west, the 910-acre campus is situated within a two-hour
drive from San Francisco, the Pacific Ocean and Sacramento; less than two
hours from Yosemite National Park and other Sierra Nevada destinations; and
an hour from Fresno. Even closer to campus, the surrounding communities in
Merced, Stanislaus and Mariposa Counties offer a unique selection of cultural,
entertainment and recreational options for students to experience.

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, with Chancellor Carol Tomlinson-Keasey, tours
UC Merced with faculty, students and staff.

Yosemite National Park: less than two hours from campus.

STUDENT LIFE

Back on campus, students who join UC Merced’s
pioneer classes will have a once-in-a-lifetime chance to
help create the student life experience for the
UC Merced students who will follow. You are invited to
add to campus traditions, create student organizations
and activities, and offer your ideas on student services,
planning priorities and university philosophy.

As a student at UC Merced, you can gain valuable
skills through internships and service learning, expand
your cultural awareness and understanding, develop your
leadership potential and make lifelong friends through
involvement in a variety of student programs. Student
government, intercultural and residential programs,
intramural sports, university events and a variety of clubs
and organizations are among your choices. Students also
have access to a wide array of support services as well as
academic, social, recreational and wellness activities.

You belong here!

ACADEMIC BUILDINGS

The first phase of campus development, spanning
approximately 100 acres, includes three academic
buildings, in addition to housing and dining complexes,
and a recreation and wellness center. At the heart of the
campus, featuring a library collection that blends books
and bytes, the Leo and Dottie Kolligian Library is home
to campus student services and administrative offices. It
also is a welcoming meeting place for individual study,
small group work and encounters with your friends. The
majority of your classrooms, lecture halls and computer
labs will be located in the Classroom Building. Featuring
the 377-seat Lakireddy Auditorium and multi-media and
studio laboratory spaces, other building amenities
include faculty and graduate student offices. The three-
story Science and Engineering Building incorporates
teaching in both wet and dry research laboratories.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED |
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UC MERCED ON CAMPUS AND

IN THE VALLEY

Students chat over a meal in the Yablokoff-Wallace
Dining Commons.

LIVING ON CAMPUS

New students have the opportunity to live on
campus within the safe, comfortable environment of
the Valley Terraces. Students can make their home-
away-from- home in these apartment-style suites.
Serving up a range of healthy and satisfying cuisine for
breakfast, lunch and dinner, the Yablokoff-Wallace
Dining Commons caters to on-campus and commuter
students, faculty and staff. Visitors and members of the
campus community seeking a quick meal on the run, a
light snack or a cup of coffee can find what they're
looking for as well. The Joseph Edward Gallo
Recreation and Wellness Center offers traditional health
services, recreational activities from aerobics classes to
whitewater rafting, and wellness activities such as
student peer health counseling, nutrition programs
and more.

LIVING IN MERCED

In the neighboring city of Merced, students
interested in living off campus will find affordable
housing options and an excellent quality of life.
Currently home to some 73,000 people, the city
retains the charm of a small town and boasts an
average commute time of only 15 minutes.

Many educational, cultural and co-curricular activities
connect students with the city of Merced and the
surrounding region, and students are encouraged to
experience the warmth of UC Merced’s host community
and discover its treasures. Wandering through the

pedestrian-friendly downtown is a good place to start. Brick-paved
walking areas, alleys decorated with murals and Italian trellises, an
award-winning multicultural arts center, a community playhouse and
several historically significant buildings are among the features. Merced
also is home to shops, restaurants and major retail stores, with
additional choices available in the nearby cities of Modesto and Fresno.

UC MERCED IN THE OPENING YEARS

UC Merced opened in 2005-06 year with almost 900 students. UC
Merced welcomes students, faculty and staff of diverse ethnic and cultural
backgrounds to enrich the academic, learning and social environment. The
campus is expected to grow rapidly, with an addition of about 600
students a year. Full development of the campus is anticipated within
about three decades, or around the year 2035, when UC Merced will serve
an estimated 25,000 students.

UNIQUE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE

To better meet the needs of students from the region, the state and
the nation, a network is being created to extend outstanding educational
opportunities far beyond the UC Merced campus. As part of this
educational network, UC Merced has centers in Fresno and Bakersfield and
the Tri-College Center in Merced which offer selected UC credit courses,
professional development opportunities, student outreach activities and
many other programs. Other unique off-campus locations, such as the
Sierra Nevada Research Institute’s Yosemite Field Station in Wawona,
expand the educational experience at UC Merced.

We invite you to visit the UC Merced campus and the Merced
community to get a feel for the home of the tenth University of
California campus. UC Merced’s guided tours consist of an admission
presentation as well as a walking tour of the campus.

To make a reservation, please call the Office of Admissions/Relations with
Schools & Colleges toll free in California at (866) 270-7301.

SERVING THE SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY THROUGH THE
10TH UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA CAMPUS

UC Merced’s history dates back to 1988, when the University of
California Board of Regents first authorized planning for at least one
additional campus based on projections of long-range enrollment
demand. The Regents targeted the San Joaquin Valley as the region where
the tenth University of California campus should be located. As one of the
fastest-growing regions in the state, the Valley population was one of
the most distant from the nine existing UC campuses. The Regents wanted
to encourage more Valley students to attend the University and to extend
the University’s role in contributing to the region. Locating UC Merced in
the San Joaquin Valley has given the campus access to a rich natural
laboratory for scientific and cultural research. UC Merced’s proximity to the
Sierra Nevada has also led to creation of a special relationship for
education and research with three crown jewels of the U.S. National Park
Service: Kings Canyon, Sequoia and Yosemite National Parks.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

FIAT LUX. LET THERE BE LIGHT

The University of California, Merced, is the tenth campus of the University
of California, one of the largest and most highly acclaimed institutions of
higher learning in the world.

Established in 1868, fewer than 20 years after California became a state, the
University of California opened with 10 faculty members offering classes to 40
students the following year in Oakland. By 1873, the first academic buildings were
completed on the UC Berkeley campus and the University moved to its new home.
Today, the University of California serves more than 209,000 students and includes
approximately 120,000 faculty and staff members. Encompassing 10 campuses,
five medical centers, four law schools and a Statewide Division of Agriculture and
Natural Resources, the University also manages three national laboratories for the
U.S. Department of Energy. The University has awarded more than 1.5 million
degrees and has more than 1.2 million living alumni.

UC FACULTY

A leading center for innovation for more than a century, the University of
California has responded to the needs of California through research, education
and public service, and has helped to transform the world. University of California
faculty members and researchers are pioneers in fields as diverse as agriculture,
biological sciences, engineering, the environment, the arts, economics, medicine
and technology, and 49 have garnered Nobel Prizes for their pioneering discoveries
and advances of knowledge. Among the University's current faculty are more
members of the National Academy of Sciences than at any other university in the
United States.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA: AN ECONOMIC FORCE IN
CALIFORNIA

The University also fuels the state and national economies through the creation
of thousands of California jobs and billions of dollars in revenues, countless
discoveries that improve our quality of life and research to support innovation in
fields critical to the future of our country. Technology developed by the University
powers many of the state’s top and emerging industries, and University of
California faculty and alumni have founded or led such major companies as
Chiron, Genentech, Intel Corp., Apple Computer, Inc. and Gap, Inc.

A driving force in the daily life of Californians, the University is a critical source of
civic leaders, social service programs and providers, and teachers at all levels of
education.

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION NETWORK

Teaching and research are strengthened within the University through an
extensive network of laboratories, museums and galleries, UC Extension centers,
and research and field stations, which provide valuable public service to the
communities of California and the nation. The University of California further
extends its resources to the public through its performing arts centers, athletic
facilities and botanical gardens. With collections totaling more than 32 million
volumes, the University’s libraries are yet another valuable public asset and are
surpassed in size on the North American continent only by the Library of Congress
collection.

UC ACADEMIC PREPARATION INITIATIVES TO K-12 AND
COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS

Beyond its tripartite mission of teaching, research and public service, the
University is committed to expanding the educational horizons of California’s
students and is engaged in a growing number of initiatives to bolster

achievement in the state’s schools and better prepare
students for college. UC Merced's academic preparation
efforts, led by our Center for Educational Partnerships,
connect with K-12 students through mentoring, tutoring,
college advising and other academic programs, while
community college students benefit from services that
help them prepare for transfer to the University. The
University of California’s school partnerships offer
curriculum development, direct instruction and
community engagement, sophisticated data analysis of
required student tests and additional assistance for many
of California‘s lowest-performing schools. For teachers
and administrators, the University of California provides
professional development opportunities designed to
improve skills and effectiveness. Overall, the University of
California’s K-14 academic preparation initiatives directly
affect hundreds of thousands of students and educators
each year.

UC Merced students hiking to the top of Vernal Falls in
Yosemite National Park.

GOVERNANCE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
CALIFORNIA

The University of California system is governed by the
26-member Board of Regents, including 18 general
members appointed by the Governor. Charged with
setting general policy and making budgetary decisions
for the University, the Regents also appoint the UC
President, the 10 campus chancellors and other top
administrators for individual campuses and systemwide
divisions. Authority for University-wide academic matters
is delegated to the Academic Senate, which is composed
of faculty members and administrative officers from
throughout the University of California system. For each
campus, a division of the University of California
Academic Senate guides academic policy. Students also
have the opportunity to participate in policy-making at
both the campus-wide and system-wide levels. For
complete information about the University of California
System, please visit www.universityofcalifornia.edu
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ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP: BUILDING

UC Merced is using the U.S. Green Building Council’s
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED™)
system for all major campus development and
construction. The LEED™ system provides a national
standard for what constitutes a “green building.” Using
these stewardship elements in campus development will
have the following environmental, economic, health and
community benefits:

SUSTAINABLE SITES - On-site retention ponds treat
building and site contaminants released by storm
water runoff.

RECYCLING - Construction practices recycle more
than 75 percent of the job site waste, limit the
distance that materials are transported to the site and
incorporate recycled content materials and sustainable
harvested wood products.

INDOOR ENVIRONMENT - Buildings are designed to
provide increased ventilation and use natural daylight,
creating a more pleasant working environment inside.

WATER CONSERVATON - Water reduction in the
buildings and landscape will lower the use of potable
water up to 30% above minimum state standards by
using fixtures that conserve wastewater, waterless
urinals, drought-tolerant planting for landscaping and
deep root tubes for trees, which direct water straight
to the roots and eliminate excessive watering.

INDOOR AIR QUALITY - Paints, carpets and
composite woods with low volatile organic
compounds have been selected as a means to reduce
indoor contaminants that might irritate or harm the
comfort and well-being of building occupants.
LEARNING FROM THE PHYSICAL CAMPUS - The
buildings will become ongoing teaching tools for the
campus and community.

Little Lake, with the TES tank in background, key to campus
energy savings.

Entryway to UC Merced’s 5000-acre vernal pool preserve.

UC MERCED’S ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP:
LANDSCAPE PRESERVATION

Thanks to support from the State of California, the Virginia Smith Trust and
groups such as the David and Lucile Packard Foundation and The Nature
Conservancy, the creation of UC Merced will help protect an important part
of California’s natural wetland and rangeland heritage. The Packard
Foundation’s historic gift to UC Merced preserves more than 5,000 acres of
vernal pool habitat next to the new campus. Funding from the State of
California has supported conservation easements, allowing continued grazing
and preservation of thousands of acres of additional seasonal wetland habitat
in eastern Merced County. As Founding Chancellor Carol Tomlinson-Keasey
has observed, “The creation of UC Merced provides an unparalleled
opportunity for environmental preservation. Vernal pool habitat in eastern
Merced County has been disappearing for decades. The preservation efforts
undertaken as part of the creation of our campus will permanently protect
thousands of acres of this sensitive habitat.”
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UC MERCED MISSION STATEMENT

The University of California, Merced's mission is embodied in its proud claim of
being the first American research university of the twenty-first century. As the
tenth campus of the University of California, UC Merced will achieve excellence in
carrying out the University’s mission of teaching, research and service, benefiting
society through discovering and transmitting new knowledge and functioning as
an active repository of organized knowledge. As a key tenet in carrying out this
mission, UC Merced promotes and celebrates the diversity of all members of its
community.

A research university is a community bound by learning, discovery and
engagement. As the first American student-centered research university of the
twenty-first century, UC Merced’s strong graduate and research programs will mesh
with high quality undergraduate programs. New knowledge increasingly depends
on links among the disciplines, working together on questions that transcend the
traditional disciplines. UC Merced fosters and encourages cross-disciplinary inquiry
and discovery. Interdisciplinary practice in research will nourish undergraduate
learning, building a foundation in connecting the ways that academic disciplines
understand and grapple with society’s problems. Undergraduates will experience
education inside and outside the classroom, applying what they learn through
undergraduate research, service learning and leadership development. As
apprentice scholars, graduate students will build their understanding of and ability
to do independent research in their chosen field, as the groundwork for entering
professional life. Lifelong learners will continue to hone their knowledge and
workplace skills.

The twenty-first century has opened with the promise of new ways of
connecting people to new knowledge and to one another. UC Merced opens as a
network, not simply a single place, linking its students, faculty and staff to the
educational resources of the state, nation and world. The idea of network extends
to UC Merced's relationships with neighboring institutions: educational, cultural
and social. Born as a member of the distinguished network known as the
University of California, UC Merced seeks strong and mutually supportive
relationships with a variety of collaborators in its region: public and private colleges
and universities; federal and state organizations that share UC Merced's educational
and research goals; and cultural and social institutions.

The idea of network will also be realized through the physical and intellectual
integration between UC Merced and its surrounding community. The campus is
planned as a model of physical sustainability for the twenty-first century, inviting all
members of the campus and surrounding community to think and act as good
stewards of the environment that they will convey to future generations.

UC Merced celebrates its location in the San Joaquin Valley, reflecting the poetry
of its landscape, history, resources and diverse cultures, while capitalizing on and
expanding the Valley's connections to the emerging global society. UC Merced
recognizes that research that begins with the natural laboratory at home can
extend what is known in the state, nation and world.

PRINCIPLES OF COMMUNITY

The University of California, Merced is committed to
serving the people of the San Joaquin Valley, California, the
nation and the world through excellence in education,
research and public service. We strive to provide educational
opportunities for all.

Our founding principles of community quide both the
indlividual and collective behaviors of students, faculty and
staff. The university expects that all of its members will
emulate these fundamental principles as individuals and as a
community.

We celebrate the spirit of academic excellence and strive
to promote our University and its strengths through our daily
interactions with students, staff, faculty and the community
at large.

We maintain a working and learning environment based
on integrity, fairness, cooperation, professionalism and
respect.

We are a community comprised of individuals with
multiple cultures, lifestyles and beliefs. We celebrate this
diversity for the breadth of ideas and perspectives it brings.

We value the creativity of our students, staff and faculty,
and acknowledge both their individual and collaborative
achievements.

We encourage health and wellness and strive to develop a
sense of environmental responsibility and stewardship
among all the members of our community.

We are committed to achieving tolerance in our
community. All persons — faculty, staff and students —
regardless of background or lifestyle should participate and
work together in a collegial atmosphere that we strive to
make free of any and all acts of discrimination or
harassment.

We respect, support and value the civil and respectful
expression of individual beliefs and opinions.

APPROVED: JANUARY 2003

Note: These are the Founding Principles of Community of the
University of California, Merced. In the years ahead, they will
undoubtedly be reviewed and modified by future UC Merced
faculty, students and staff.

For those who wish to review Academic and Staff Personnel
Policies regarding nondiscrimination, please refer to
www.atyourservice.ucop.edu. For further information, please
contact the Director of Human Resources/Affirmative Action
Officer at ucmercedjobs@ucmerced.edu.

Discussing UC Merced Ambassadors Program.
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OVERVIEW OF UNDERGRADUATE & GRADUATE STUDY

COLLEGE ONE

College One is responsible for overseeing the general
education experience at UC Merced, including the
required Core Course Sequence and the Freshman
Seminar Program. College One provides a network to
connect students with advising and coursework that
meets the UC Merced faculty principles for a well-
rounded education.

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

Engineering combines scientific understanding with
technical innovation to build things that determine our
quality of life: new products and services, new
technologies and methodologies, and new technological
processes and industries. Engineering education at UC
Merced provides students with the knowledge and
know-how to solve societal problems and to become the
technical leaders of tomorrow. The School of
Engineering offers undergraduate majors in the fields of:
Bioengineering, Computer Science and Engineering,
Environmental Engineering, Materials Science and
Engineering and Mechanical Engineering.

SCHOOL OF NATURAL SCIENCES

The School of Natural Sciences encompasses fields of
study that are devoted to understanding our physical and
natural world: mathematics, biology, physics, chemistry
and Earth and environmental sciences. Advances in
these fields promise solutions to many of humankind's
most pressing problems, from fighting new diseases to
creating sustainable energy sources. Students will gain a
deep understanding of physical, chemical and biological
processes. Natural Sciences currently offers five
undergraduate majors: Applied Mathematical Sciences,
Biological Sciences, Chemical Sciences, Earth Systems
Science and Physics.

Engineering Dean Jeff Wright and Natural Sciences Dean Maria Pallavicini celebrate
the 2005 Topping Out of the Science/Engineering Building.

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, HUMANITIES AND ARTS

The educational mission of the School of Social Sciences, Humanities and
Arts is to create a rich learning environment for looking at human nature
through the lenses of the many disciplines represented within the School as
well as the disciplinary intersections where the interesting questions lie. Social
Sciences, Humanities and Arts offers three undergraduate majors--
Management, Social and Cognitive Sciences, and World Cultures and
History—as well as minors in a range of disciplines.

GRADUATE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

The UC Merced Division of Graduate Studies oversees master’s and doctoral
degree education. Society’s most intractable problems are broad based and
multifaceted. Viable solutions to these problems require a scope of
multidisciplinary approaches that can benefit the people of California and the
world beyond. UC Merced is committed to offering graduate students an
opportunity to work on many of society’s most pressing and important
problems. UC Merced offers an individually tailored graduate program with
emphases in seven areas: Applied Mathematics; Atomic and Molecular
Science and Engineering; Computer and Information Systems; Quantitative
and Systems Biology; Environmental Systems; Social and Cognitive Sciences;
and World Cultures. Each of these is highly interdisciplinary in approach and
designed to facilitate interactions between faculty and students from a broad
scope of traditional academic disciplines.

Research at UC Merced is integral to the educational experience. As
apprentice scholars, graduate students join faculty in the work of discovery of
new knowledge. Faculty research enriches undergraduate education through
the continual updating of courses and curriculum, and special opportunities
such as freshman seminar and undergraduate research programs.
Interdisciplinary faculty research is fostered through research organizations
such as the Sierra Nevada Research Institute, World Cultures Institute, Center
for Non-Imaging Optics and planned Biomedical and Systems Biology
Research Institute.
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THE UC MERCED LIBRARY

Not what research libraries are...

what they will be.

The University of California, Merced library is both a physical building-the
Leo and Dottie Kolligian Library—and an information nexus. As a research
library for the 21st century, it is a physical place on campus as well as a digital
presence on student and faculty computers.

The Kolligian Library houses a concentrated, highly dynamic collection of
information resources and serves as a center for study, collaboration and
research. The library's collections and services support undergraduate and
graduate instructional programs as well as advanced research. Library
resources and services are available in the building and from computers
connected to the campus network and to the Internet. Some library
resources are in physical packages that sit on the shelves, including books,
paper archives, sound recordings, photographs and much more. Others are in
digital packages, such as online journal articles, data sets and geographic
information systems.

In addition to library services and collections, the Kolligian Library houses
many Student Affairs departments and campus administrative offices.

The main entrance to the building opens onto the Ed and Jeanne Kashian
Floor, an open-air breezeway during fair weather and a lively focal point for
social, educational and research activities on-campus. The entranceway
reading room has an adjacent coffee house and bookstore. Quieter spaces
and collaborative workrooms are found throughout the building. Wireless
and hardwired computer network access is available in all library spaces.
Equipped with the latest instructional technologies, the Gonella Discovery
Room on the second floor is the hub for teaching UC Merced students the
retrieval, evaluation and application of information resources. UC Merced
librarians are just as likely to show up in classrooms, where they collaborate
with faculty to improve the information literacy of students. The magnificent
McFadden/Willis reading room on the fourth floor is open to all for study and
quiet reflection.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED |

As an information nexus, UC Merced’s library provides
instant, around-the-clock access to the resources of the
California Digital Library, an unequaled collection of
more than 130,000 online books, 10,000 online
scholarly journals, 4,500 online statistical files, 250
reference databases and one of the world’s largest online
collections of historical art images—more than 300,000
digital images representing works in architecture and the
visual arts. With collections totaling 32 million volumes,
the libraries of the University of California system are
surpassed in size on the American continent only by the
Library of Congress collections.

Using the UC MELVYL catalog, members of the UC
Merced community can request rapid delivery of books
and articles from any UC system library. The UC Merced
library is actively involved in creating digital access to
research information and fine art as well, placing
particular emphasis on the digitization of specialized
materials that are of importance to the Sierra Nevada
and San Joaquin Valley regions. For further information,
contact us at library@ucmerced.edu or visit
library.ucmerced.edu.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

The use of computers and networks has become
pervasive in higher education. The UC Merced vision for
information technology supports the campus commitment
to deploying the best of current and emerging technologies
and practices to help students make maximum use of
information technology for academic purposes,
administrative transactions and other activities. Students can
reach virtually all applications and information, including e-
mail, course software, registration materials and much more,
via a single electronic ID and a customizable portal,
myUCMerced.

From applying to UC Merced and tracking the application
process to registering for courses and ultimately seeing
grades, students use the Internet. For courses in which they
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are enrolled, the myUCMerced portal allows students to
connect with a web site for each course. UC Merced’s
collaborative learning software puts students in touch with
syllabi, course materials, library resources, assignments, grade
books and course calendars; and lets students submit
assignments and chat or send e-mail to other students and
faculty in the course. The campus is laptop friendly, with
wireless access common in outdoor areas, as well as in
classrooms. Inside the library, wireless access is available in
the stacks, with electrical outlets in carrels and other work
areas.

Students living on campus have 10/100 MB Ethernet
connectivity to the campus network and secure access to the
campus network is available for those living off campus. In
the Valley Terraces, all residents have their own connection
to the network, with additional ports in the common rooms
and wireless access in residences, the student activity
building and the Yablokoff-Wallace Dining Commons.
Additional residence service includes a drop-in computer lab
and group laptop study area.

All students are supported through online assistance and a
Student Help Desk, open every weekday. Several computer
labs on campus permit instructional and drop-in use. The
Library is equipped with wireless and plug-in Ethernet ports
for internal and Internet information access. Students can
check out laptops for use within the library.

In the classroom, too, students will find a learning
environment enriched by information technology. All rooms
support projection of computer-based information, as well as
video. Some rooms permit recording of lectures for
streaming video on individual course web sites.
Videoconferencing rooms support real-time interaction with
remote sites via audio and video.

Because of the pervasive use of computer technology at
UC Merced, it is strongly advised that students have their
own personal computers, which should be capable of
running typical Web and word processing applications.
Students may find that their School has additional
recommendations or requirements. Check the UC Merced
web site for more specific School information.

STUDENT LIFE

The University of California, Merced is committed to providing its students
with the best education possible. Students—their education and
development—are the priority at UC Merced. Our goal is to be a student-
centered research university with learning taking place both in and outside
the classroom. Our student life programs are designed to support student
success and to create a vibrant community where students from all
backgrounds can excel as they live and learn together. The finest faculty and
staff, excellent facilities and co-curricular activities all contribute to the overall
learning and development experience at UC Merced.

Located within the Office of Student Life in Kolligian Library 184, you will
find Student Clubs and Organizations, Student Government, Student
Activities, Volunteer Services, Judicial Affairs, Leadership Development,
Intercultural Programs and many more services.

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

UC Merced is part of a vibrant
community in the San Joaquin Valley and
is located close to the city of Merced.
The city has a population of 73,000 and
offers restaurants, parks, a weekly
farmers market and an active
multicultural arts center. In addition to
the local cinemas, Playhouse Merced and
the Mainzer Theater have full calendars
of live performances and films. A variety
of speakers and shows make
appearances in town, and UC Merced
works with faculty, staff and student
clubs and organizations to add to those
events.

In addition, Modesto (45 minutes to
the north of Merced), Fresno (one hour
to the south of Merced) and the San
Francisco Bay area (two hours to the
west of Merced) have an abundance of
museums, theaters, arts centers and
events. The San Joaquin Valley region is home to a variety of attractions
including Hershey’s Visitors Center in Oakdale, the Lee Institute for Japanese
Art in Hanford, Hilmar Cheese Factory, Castle Air Museum, and Mariposa
Museum and History Center, with many other destinations to be found on the
Merced Conference and Visitors Bureau web site at
www.yosemitegateway.org/ attractions.htm

Student Talent Night at Valley
Terraces Center.

CAMPUS AND STUDENT CONDUCT POLICIES

UC Merced strives to create an environment that fosters individual growth,
freedom of expression and sense of community. The viability of this
community depends on a common understanding among its members
regarding their rights and responsibilities. The Campus Regulations Applying
to Campus Activities, Organizations and Students lays the foundation for that
understanding and governs the conduct of all University of California
students. It articulates the University’s expectations regarding standards of
conduct — in both academic and non-academic settings. In addition, the
campus Principles of Community, located toward the beginning of this
catalog, further reinforces the expectations, obligations and privileges of
participating as a member of the UC Merced community.
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UC Merced Internship Fair.

CAREER SERVICES CENTER

The UC Merced Career Services Center, located in Kolligian Library 127,
assists students with a wide range of career-related programs and services,
and connects students with on- and off-campus part-time jobs, internships,
research opportunities and career positions. The Career Services Center staff
helps students to learn about their unique interests and abilities, explore
career options, determine career goals and develop skills to conduct a
successful job search. The Center, in collaboration with the Student Advising
and Learning Center, also assists students interested in pursuing graduate or
professional education following graduation from UC Merced.

To schedule an appointment with one of the Career Services Center staff,
please contact us at careerservices@ucmerced.edu.

On-Campus Student Employment

The Career Services Center coordinates all on-campus, part-time student
employment. Students can view current listings and apply for on-campus
positions online at the Career Services Center web site at
careerservices.ucmerced.edu: just click on “Jobs.”

Internship Programs

Internship programs provide students with the opportunity to obtain career-
related work experience in local, regional and national, profit and nonprofit
organizations. Students may complete internships, some of which may be
paid, during the academic year or during the summer. Employers from all
fields are increasingly expecting students to have internship experience in
addition to their academic preparation. To take advantage of internship
opportunities related to any area of academic study, contact the Career
Services Center at careerservices@ucmerced.edu.

STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES

Student health and wellness services are provided to
UC Merced students at the newly constructed Rajender
Reddy Health Center in the Joseph Edward Gallo
Recreation and Wellness Center. The Rajender Reddy
Health Center provides quality health care and wellness
education focused on the needs of undergraduate and
graduate students.

All registered students are eligible to use the services
at the Rajender Reddy Health Center. These include
injury and illness visits with medical practitioners,
appointments with a health educator, laboratory testing,
pharmacy, immunizations and injections, and health
education. Most of our core services are covered by
registration and health fees and are provided at no
additional cost, with the exception of labs,
pharmaceuticals and immunizations.

Our mission is to assist you to achieve and maintain
maximum wellness to allow you to pursue your academic
and personal goals. The campus health center provides
basic treatment and prevention services that enhance
and maintain your physical, emotional and social well-
being. These services are provided by board-certified
physicians, certified nurse practitioners and health
educators. Our staff and peer counselors also provide
information on issues such as alcohol and drug abuse,
safety, sexual health, stress management, nutrition and
body image and smoking cessation. Through our
programs and services, we encourage students to
become active participants in their health and wellness.

Medical Insurance Services

All students attending a UC campus are required to
have major medical health insurance as a nonacademic
condition of enrollment. Students are automatically
enrolled in UC Merced's Student Health Insurance Plan
(SHIP) and billed through their student account. This
comprehensive and affordable health insurance plan
supplements the campus services available at the
Rajender Reddy Health Center and provides extended
medical care services when you need them.

If you are covered by other health insurance, the SHIP
requirement may be waived if you can demonstrate, by
the specified deadline, that your coverage is comparable
to that available under the University’s plan. If SHIP is
waived, you are still eligible like all other registered
students to utilize campus health services. For further
information on insurance, including SHIP waivers, contact
health@ucmerced.edu.

Mandatory Hepatitis B Requirement and Optional
Immunizations

The California State Health & Safety Code mandates
that all students entering the University of California
who are under the age of 19 years old must be
immunized against or provide proof of immunity from
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the Hepatitis B virus prior to enrollment. In order to
prevent delays with enrollment, students are required to
provide Health Services with documentation
demonstrating their compliance.

In addition to the Hepatitis B immunization
requirement and the standard pediatric immunization
series, the Center for Disease Control's Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices (wWww.cdc.gov)
and the American College Health Association
(www.acha.org) recommend the following optional
immunizations for college students:

MMR (measles, mumps & rubella). Two doses at least
one month apart if born after 1956.

Meningococcal Polysaccharide vaccine (for meningitis).
Recommended for high risk students and as a
consideration for all college students.

Tetanus (Td). Booster at age 11-12 years old and
every 10 years.

Varicella (chickenpox). Two doses one month apart for
those who never had chickenpox or if a blood test does
not show immunity.

For more information regarding immunizations,
contact the Rajender Reddy Health Center or review the
information on the Internet at health.ucmerced.edu.

COUNSELING SERVICES

UC Merced's Counseling Services promote the
academic and personal success of all students at UC
Merced, providing short-term individual and group
counseling at no cost to registered UC Merced students.
The service you receive is based upon a determination of
your therapeutic goals and Counseling Services
resources. If Counseling Services cannot meet your
goals, you will be referred to other resources to help you.
Individual consultation is available to UC Merced
students, parents, faculty and staff. Counseling Services
is located on the first floor of the Kolligian Library 113.

UC Merced students taking a break at nearby Lake Yosemite.

I enjoy the
entrepreneurial spirit of
UC Merced students!
They are constantly creating
and contributing to the

academic culture of the campus!

LECTURER MICHAEL TRUONG,
MERCED WRITING PROGRAM

Team members with client, Dr. Mary Jane Hawkes of the Castle Science and
Technology Center. Project: to create an exhibit on the Space Elevator, carbon
nanotubes and nanotechnology. Pictured from I-r Shaun Ekhause, Maureen Long,
Luke Poole, Dr. Mary Jane Hawkes, Enemesio Cano, Matthew Ferea, Anne
Mahacek, Jenny Aguilar, Jennifer Aguilar.

ENGINEERING STUDENTS IN SERVICE TO THEIR
COMMUNITY

From their first day on campus, Engineering students can work hands-
on and earn academic credit at the same time through UC Merced'’s
remarkable Foster Family Center for Engineering Service Learning. Under
faculty guidance, student-led teams of freshmen through seniors help
non-profit organizations solve problems. Service Learning students learn
technical skills, leadership, teamwork, communication and project
management, while experiencing the value of the engineering profession
in the community. The many projects now under way include helping
The Women's Place set up an information management system; creating
innovative curriculum materials for Merced County schools; designing
new exhibits for the Castle Science and Technology Center; and creating
a digital data library for Yosemite National Park.
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DISABILITY SERVICES

The Disability Services Center, located in Kolligian Library 107, supports
students with disabilities by providing them with opportunities to participate
fully in the academic community at UC Merced. Students with varying types
of disabilities including those with mobility, visual, hearing, learning disabilities
and other chronic medical conditions may be eligible for the provision of
reasonable disability accommodations through this program.

Students who have a qualifying disability must provide appropriate
documentation about their disability(ies) to the Disability Services Office.
Documentation provided to the office is confidential and is used solely for
purposes of determining the student’s eligibility and the appropriate
accommodations to be made. It is the responsibility of the applicant or
student to provide this documentation and, if necessary, to pay for the cost of
the documentation provided, including the cost for professional assessments
for disabilities, such as learning disabilities, attention deficit disorder and
psychological/psychiatric disabilities. UC Merced staff assists qualified students
from the point of their admission to graduation. Specialized services may
include testing accommodations, priority registration, mobility assistance,
adaptive equipment, readers, note-takers, interpreters, real-time captioning,
liaison with faculty and campus departments and special parking.

The provision or use of a disability accommodation does not guarantee or
ensure a certain level of academic achievement for the students. Students
with disabilities must meet the same standards as all other students.
Depending on the type of academic accommodation requested by the
student, the approval of the appropriate School dean may be required.

Students with disabilities who need staff or time intensive accommodations
(e.g., reader services, interpreter services, text conversion, etc.) should contact
the Disability Services Office as soon as possible to make necessary
arrangements for these services. It is the student’s responsibility to assure that
such notification occurs in a timely fashion. Failure to do so may delay or in
some cases preclude our ability to provide certain accommodations.

For further information on disability services, contact the Disability Services
Office at disabiltyservices@ucmerced.edu.

OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

A variety of off-campus housing options are highlighted on the UC Merced
web site, where information about local apartment complexes and links to
rental listings are updated each semester. The site includes average rental
rates, amenities of the complex, distance from local services and contact

GENERAL INFORMATION

information. When possible, photographs of the
apartment facilities are included. In addition to this
service, local landlords and homeowners are encouraged
to list their rental properties or rooms for rent with our
Off-Campus Housing listing service. Please go to our web
site at housing.ucmerced.edu or contact the Office of
Residential Life for more information about living off-
campus in Merced and Atwater.

ON-CAMPUS HOUSING

Living on campus helps you make friends and become
familiar with the growing campus. Student and full-time
residential life staff live on campus, providing the
resources, programs and services that are essential to a
safe and comfortable living environment.

UC Merced’s first residential community, the Valley
Terraces, offer apartment-style suites located in nine two-
story buildings. All residence halls offer workshops and
events for getting to know faculty better. Each suite has
two or three bedrooms attached to a furnished living
room. Bedrooms have a bed, desk, bookshelf and closet
space for each resident. A limited number of singles also
are available. Study, recreation, laundry, meeting rooms
and mail facilities are located in the Terrace Center near
the Student Housing administrative offices.

Room and board rates are posted on the UC Merced
web site at students.ucmerced.edu/. All freshmen and
transfer students are encouraged to consider on-campus
housing. On-campus housing options will continue to
expand, as the campus grows, with an additional 400
beds available in the fall of 2007.

For further information about housing, on- or off-
campus, contact the Office of Residence Life at
housing@ucmerced.edu or check our web site at
housing.ucmerced.edu

Valley Terraces offer comfortable suite-style on-campus living.
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Intramural Flag Football game on UC Merced recreation field.

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

The Campus Recreation and Athletics program provides
a wide variety of sports and recreational activities from
aerobics and other group fitness classes to a diverse
intramural sports program and comprehensive outdoor
adventures trip and resources program. The Joseph
Edward Gallo Recreation and Wellness Center features a
full complement of fitness classes, cardiovascular machines,
weights and drop-in recreation such as basketball and
volleyball. The Campus Recreation program also provides
structured recreational opportunities in intramural sports
such as flag football, basketball, volleyball and many
others. For those students who are looking for more
competition, the Sports Club program offers students the
opportunity to form competitive teams that compete
against other California colleges and universities. For
complete information on all Campus Recreation activities,
visit recreation.ucmerced.edu.

Recreational opportunities are plentiful at UC Merced.
Immediately adjacent to the campus, Lake Yosemite
offers swimming, boating and other outdoor activities.
The city of Merced has an extensive network of biking
and running paths, as well as city parks including a zoo
and children’s amusement area. The nearby Yosemite,
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks and other
Sierra recreation areas provide easy access to a broad
range of outdoor sports such as snow skiing and snow
boarding, hiking and backpacking, boating, whitewater
rafting and kayaking, horseback riding and much more.
There is a daily shuttle service to Yosemite from Merced.
For more information about the Yosemite shuttle service,
see www.yarts.com. Not far from Merced are a number
of golf courses including Stevinson Ranch, voted the
second-best golf course in California.

STUDENT ADVISING AND LEARNING CENTER

UC Merced faculty and staff are committed to the academic success of every
student. The Student Advising and Learning Center, located in Kolligian Library
172, is responsible for advising students who are undecided about their majors,
students who are interested in pursuing professional programs (e.g., medicine,
dentistry, law) following graduation and any student who has questions about
degree or University requirements. The advisors in the Student Advising and
Learning Center work closely with the faculty and advisors in the Schools to ensure
that students receive accurate and timely advising. The Student Advising and
Learning Center also assists students to acquire the skills they need to develop
intellectually, become successful learners and achieve their academic goals. Center
staff offer programs focusing on effective study skills, critical reading and analytical
writing that helps all students, regardless of major. Mathematics, science and
writing courses sometimes present challenges for learners. Individual tutoring and
group study sessions, often led by peer tutors, are available to provide assistance to
students of all levels of ability and preparation. Additional programs and study
sessions assist students in specific courses and areas such as engineering, English,
math, science and the social sciences. The Student Advising and Learning Center,
working closely with Career Services, ensures that students receive the support they
need to plan and succeed in their chosen course of study and beyond. Students
with advanced skills in science, math or writing should speak to their professors or
staff at the Center to find out how to become a trained, paid tutor on campus.
Contact the Student Advising and Learning Center for more information or visit
our web site at learning.ucmerced.edu.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT, CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS

In its initial years, UC Merced students have the unique opportunity to
establish UC Merced's Associated Student government, as well as the first
clubs and organizations that enrich campus life. These organizations provide
opportunities for students with common interests to help shape the direction
of the new campus, build friendships, learn from each other and provide
opportunities for social and academic networking. Over 60 clubs and
organizations have been formed and fall into the following categories:
cultural, special interest, community service, religious, academic/professional,
wellness and art/music/dance. For more information, check the Student Life
section of our web site at students.ucmerced.edu or e-mail:
studentlife@ucmerced.edu

Starting the first student clubs at UC Merced.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

THE BOBCAT BOOKSTORE

The UC Merced Bobcat Bookstore is your principal source for textbooks,
electronic items, Bobcat apparel, school supplies and snacks. Visit our website at
bookstore.ucmerced.edu.

Books and Class Materials

New or used class textbooks can be purchased through our online bookstore.
Books will be delivered to campus, bundled together by our staff and marked with
your name and ID for pick up in the Textbook Annex. At the end of the semester,
the bookstore buys back used textbooks for cash.

Electronics, Spirit Gear and Convenience

The Bobcat Bookstore has partnered with Apple® to provide computers, iPods™
and accessories at the best possible price. The Bobcat Bookstore also carries a
large assortment of batteries, calculators, cables and peripherals. Find all of your
Golden Bobcat gear at the UC Merced apparel headquarters: T-shirts, sweatshirts,
caps and more. Classroom supplies and convenience items are also available.

Student services contact list, for further information:

* Web site:  students.ucmerced.edu

e E-mail: admissions@ucmerced.edu

e E-mail: careerservices@ucmerced.edu
e E-mail: counseling@ucmerced.edu

e E-mail: disabilityservices@ucmerced.edu
e E-mail: finaid@ucmerced.edu

e E-mail: health@ucmerced.edu

e E-mail: housing@ucmerced.edu

e E-mail:  judicialaffairs@ucmerced.edu
e E-mail: learning@ucmerced.edu

¢ E-mail: recreation@ucmerced.edu

e E-mail: registrar@ucmerced.edu

e E-mail: studentsfirst@ucmerced.edu
e E-mail: studentlife@ucmerced.edu

TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING
SERVICES

Biking toward campus from
Lake Yosemite.

BICYCLES

Bicycles are encouraged and welcomed at UC Merced. With a flat terrain and
mild climate, the city and county of Merced offer excellent conditions for bicycle
riding. In addition, the city of Merced boasts over 12 miles of class one, grade-
separated bike paths, which, along with the city’s other bike lanes, connect most of
Merced’s open-space park system. Special areas have been set aside near UC
Merced's academic buildings for bicycle parking. If you plan to bring your bicycle
to campus, you are encouraged to register it. The process is quick and simple, and
the cost is $5.00. Bicycles may be registered in Merced at:

The City of Merced Police Department

611 West 22nd Street, Merced, CA 95340

For more information call (209) 385-6912 and ask for Records Department

PUBLIC TRANSIT

As parking is limited on campus, UC Merced encourages students and staff to
use alternative public transit. Merced County boasts a full service, comprehensive
transit system. UC Merced is working with the public transit authority, “THE BUS”
(209) 384-3111 or (800) 395-3111, to provide additional routes between the
campus and various locations in Merced County.

CAMPUS TRANSIT

CatTracks

UC Merced offers a campus-based shuttle service
called CatTracks, which provides service to retail,
transportation, entertainment and some apartment
complexes in the local community. In addition, we offer
a shuttle service called NiteCat, sponsored by Riggs
Ambulance Service (RAS). The NiteCat shuttle provides
safe rides to and from local entertainment centers
between the hours of 10:00 pm and 2:00 am on Friday
and Saturday nights when school is in session.

You may view our current shuttle schedule in its entirety
by going to our web site: taps.ucmerced.edu and choosing
the CatTracks shuttle option.

VEHICLE PARKING

Parking, while limited, is available on campus. Some
parking is reserved specifically for students living on campus
in the residence halls. Traffic is restricted within the
academic core of the main campus. All vehicles parking
anywhere on campus must display a valid regular or visitor
UC Merced parking permit from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily,
Monday through Friday. Resident and commuter students
will have an opportunity to purchase parking permits prior to
the start of classes. We encourage all students to purchase
parking permits through the e-pay system at
https://epay.ucmerced.edu. You may also pay at the
Cashier's Office located on the first floor of the Kolligian
Library next to the Students First Center. Information on fees
and campus parking regulations can be obtained from the
TAPS web site listed above.

Transportation and Parking Services

UC Merced - Facilities Services

(209) 381-6981
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EXPENSES AND FEES

AVERAGE ANNUAL EXPENSES

The range of estimated nine-month expenses, including fees, for students attending
UC Merced during the 2005-2006 academic year is shown below. Cost-of-living expenses
are adjusted annually and fees are subject to change. These figures are only a guide in
computing average expenses, and your own living expenses may differ somewhat from
these. If you will need funds beyond those that you and your family can provide, you
should apply for financial aid well in advance of enrollment. Please see the appropriate
Undergraduate or Graduate sections on Financial Aid and Scholarships for more
information.

AVERAGE ANNUAL EXPENSES (ESTIMATES ONLY)
Student Status Living Arrangement  Estimated Nine-
Month Expenses

Undergraduate (California resident*) On-campus $21,692
Off-campus $19,252
At home $15,209

Graduate (California resident*) Off-campus $23,166

*Nonresident undergraduate students should add $17,820 and nonresident
graduate students should add $14,961 for additional fees and nonresident
tuition

STUDENT FEES

2006-07 FEE SCHEDULE WNote: Fees shown are per semester

Educational Fee $2,703.00 $2,961.00
University Registration Fee $367.50 $367.50
Health Services fee $50.00 $50.00
Transportation fee $35.00 $35.00
Student Life fee $15.00 $15.00
Associated Students fee $10.00 $10.00
Recreation fee $146.00 $146.00
Student Health Insurance* $316.00 $316.00
Non-Resident Tuition N/A $9,084.00
TOTAL $3,642.50 $12,984.50
GRADUATES Residents Nonresidents
Educational Fee $3,081.00 $3,214.00
University Registration Fee $367.50 $367.50
Health Services fee $50.00 $50.00
Transportation fee $35.00 $35.00
Student Life fee $15.00 $15.00
Associated Students fee $10.00 $10.00
Recreation fee $146.00 $146.00
Student Health Insurance* $538.00 $538.00
Non-Resident Tuition $N/A $7,347.00
TOTAL $4,242.50 $11,722.50

* As a non-academic condition of enrollment, undergraduate and graduate students
must purchase the Student Health Insurance Plan (SHIP) or request a waiver of this fee.
The Fall undergraduate health insurance fee provides coverage from August through
December; the Spring fee provides coverage from January through August. The Spring
undergraduate health insurance fee is $427.00, for graduate students the rate is
$732.00. Graduate students who wish to cover spouses, domestic partners or children
should contact Health Services at health@ucmerced.edu for rates.

Fee Disclaimer

The amounts shown in this document
represent fees as currently approved.
However, all University fees are subject to
change, and the fee amounts billed for this
period may be adjusted at a future date.

Detailed information regarding on-campus
room and board charges is available at
housing.ucmerced.edu.

Detailed information regarding parking
fees, regulations and rules is available at
taps.ucmerced.edu.

COURSE MATERIALS FEES

Students may be charged fees in some
courses for the use, rental or consumption of
materials, tools or equipment, or for the costs
of materials or services necessary to provide a
special supplemental educational experience.
For example, course materials fees may cover
the cost of chemicals and glassware for a
science laboratory or art supplies for a studio
class. They also might cover film rentals, field
trips or the purchase/rental of specific
equipment.

| like UC Merced
because of its
quiet and calm

environment.

JHOANA ROH,
UNDERGRADUATE
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EXPENSES AND FEES

STUDENTS FIRST CENTER

What is the Students First Center?

UC Merced is one of the few schools
in the country that offers the
convenience of a "one stop shop" for
student services. The Students First
Center is the gateway to the offices of
Admissions, Financial Aid and the
Registrar. It should be your first stop for
questions about admissions, financial
aid, scholarships, student records,
student billing and registration.

How Can | Access Students First
Center Services?

You can reach the Student First
Center by phone at (209) 228-7178
(CATS-1ST), by e-mail at
studentsfirst@ucmerced.edu, or in
person in Kolligian Library 122. Hours
of operation are Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Friday 8:30
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Students come first at UC Merced
and at the Students First Center. Stop
by and see how easy it can be to get
the help you need!

UC EMPLOYEE-STUDENT FEES

Reduced fees are available to UC career
employees and certain UC retirees who are
eligible for admission to the university.
Once admitted, the employee-student
must file a petition for the reduction in
fees before each semester of enroliment.
Employee-students pay one-third of the
full-time registration fee and one-third of
the full-time educational fee. Employee-
students may enroll for up to nine (9) units
or three (3) courses per semester,
whichever is greater. Contact the Office of
Human Resources for further information.

Outside Valley Terraces housing.

PART-TIME STUDY

Students approved for enrollment on a part-time basis pay the same registration fees as
full-time students, but pay only one-half of the Educational Fee. Part-time, non-resident
students pay full registration fees, one-half of the Educational Fee and one-half of the
nonresident tuition fee. Undergraduate students must file their petition for part-time study
with the Office of the Registrar. Graduate students must file their petition with the Division
of Graduate Studies. For more information on the eligibility requirements for part-time study,
please see the Academic Policies section of this catalog.

PAYMENT OF REGISTRATION FEES

Registration at UC Merced is a two-step process: (1) enrollment in classes and (2) payment
of fees. You must enroll first so that your fees can be assessed. You can pay fees at any
time after you enroll in classes, but a failure to pay fees in full by the 10th day of instruction
will result in you being dropped from your courses for non-payment and officially withdrawn
from the university. Note: the Student Health Insurance Plan (SHIP) fee is part of registration
fees and is due and payable, unless waived, at the time registration fees are paid.

An electronic billing statement will be available to you after enrollment; however, if you
wait to enroll just prior to the enrollment deadline, do not wait for a billing statement to pay
your fees. Fees are due and payable by the published deadline whether or not a billing
statement is available.

Your billing statement from the University will list charges and credits. Charges include
registration fees, housing charges and any additional billable services. Credits include all
payments, as well as financial aid disbursements. If you are a financial aid recipient, the aid
will be applied to allowable charges on your account. All financial aid, less allowable
charges, will be refunded to you. You are responsible for the payment of any charges not
covered by your financial aid.

METHODS OF PAYMENT

MyBill.ucmerced.edu

Monthly financial activity is displayed for the current month, as well as account activity for
the prior semester(s) at MyBill.ucmerced.edu. Students may pay their account balance
electronically using MasterCard, American Express, Discover or E-Check. Students can also
print a remittance document and mail in payments with a check or money order.

In-Person Payment

Students may make payments in person at the Campus Cashiering Office located in
Kolligian Library next to the Students First Center, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except holidays.
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EXPENSES AND FEES

In the Kolligian Library lantern.

DEADLINES AND PENALTY FINES

You must pay all prior delinquent debts prior to registering. An additional charge will be
made for failure to pay required fees or deposits by the dates announced. If you enroll in
courses after the enrollment deadline, you may be assessed a late enrollment fee and
possibly, a late payment fee.

RETURNED CHECK POLICY

Campus cashiering accepts personal checks as well as cash payments. Returned Check
Fee: $20.00. Cash-Only Policy for Returned Check Writers. Any person who has more than
two checks returned unpaid to the University is placed on a cash-only basis (i.e. cash, credit
card, cashier’s check or money order) for all future transactions. A letter will be mailed to
the current mailing/billing address on file, and no future checks will be accepted.

CANCELLATION, WITHDRAWAL AND FEE REFUNDS

To cancel registration before the first day of instruction or to withdraw from the University
on or after the first day of instruction, you must complete a Cancellation/Withdrawal form
and return the form to the Office of the Registrar. If you do not submit a
Cancellation/Withdrawal form, you will be liable for fees according to University policy
(below). It is very important that you contact the Office of the Registrar and initiate
withdrawal/leave of absence procedures even if your fees are fully paid by financial aid or
other programs. Failing to do so may result in you owing money to the University.

The effective date for determining a refund of fees is the date a completed
Cancellation/Withdrawal form is received by the Office of the Registrar. It is presumed that
no University services will be provided to the student after that date. If a student is enrolled
in classes, he or she will be dropped from all courses automatically when the
Cancellation/Withdrawal form is processed.

The percentage of fees that may be refunded is determined by the number of calendar
days (not school days) elapsed, beginning with the first day of instruction of the semester.
For students who paid fees and then canceled or withdrew by filing with the Office of the
Registrar, fees may be refunded according to the Schedule of Refunds.

New undergraduate students:

The $100 deposit paid with the
Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) is not
refundable. Because it is not refundable, it
is not included in the balance when
applying the Schedule of Refunds. Thus,
before or on the first day of instruction,
registration fees paid are refunded in full
minus $100.

All continuing students, readmitted
students and new graduate students:

On or before the first day of instruction,
registration fees are refunded in full for
cancellation/withdrawal. After the first day
of instruction, the Schedule of Refunds is
applied to the total of fees assessed.

Failure to submit a
Cancellation/Withdrawal form:

If you are not a financial aid recipient
and you fail to submit a
Cancellation/Withdrawal form to the Office
of the Registrar, you will be presumed to
have left at the end of the semester and
will not be eligible for a fee refund. If you
are a financial aid recipient, you must
contact the Office of Financial Aid and
Scholarships for information on how this
will affect your refund.

| like the
small campus
environment.
It's way easier to find
friends that share
Similar interests.

RODNEY NICKENS,
UNDERGRADUATE
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SCHEDULE OF FEE REFUNDS

The Schedule of Fee Refunds applies to all new students who do not receive federal
financial aid and continuing and readmitted students. New students who receive federal
financial aid and withdraw during their first academic term may be refunded fees according
to a Modified Fee Refund Schedule, available at the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships.

The Schedule of Refunds refers to calendar days beginning with the first day of instruction
of the semester. The number of days elapsed is determined from the date the completed
Notice of Cancellation/Withdrawal form is received in the Office of the Registrar. Percentages
listed should be applied respectively to the University registration fee, educational fee,
nonresident tuition and other student fees.

University Registration Fee, Educational Fee, Nonresident Tuition, Fee for Selected
Professional Students and Other Student Fees:

New Students Who Receive Title IV Federal Financial Assistance and Withdraw
During their First Academic Term

CALENDAR DAYS ELAPSED PERCENTAGE OF FEES REFUNDED

0-7 days 100% less any applicable fees
8-14 days 90%

15-28 days 80%

29-35 days 70%

36-49 days 60%

50-56 days 50%

57-63 days 40%

64 days or more 0%

All Continuing and Readmitted Students and New Students Who Do Not Receive
Federal Financial Aid

CALENDAR DAYS ELAPSED PERCENTAGE OF FEES REFUNDED

0-1 days 100% less any applicable fees
2-11 days 90%

12-27 days 50%

28-53 days 25%

54 days or more 0%

Federal regulations require UC Merced to calculate the amount of federal financial aid that
has been “earned” for all students who are receiving financial aid and withdraw from UC
Merced during a semester. If the student withdraws prior to completing 60 percent of the
semester, a pro rata portion of the aid must be returned to the federal government. Any
portion of unearned aid that must be returned to federal aid programs by UC Merced will be
deducted from the amount of the tuition and fee refund. If the amount UC Merced must
return to federal aid programs exceeds the amount of the student’s institutional refund, the
student’s account may be billed for the balance.

REFUND OF HEALTH INSURANCE FEE

Health insurance is mandatory for all students, both graduate and undergraduate, as a
non-academic condition of enrollment. All students will be assessed the health insurance
fee; however, students who already have adequate health insurance should request a waiver
of this fee. If you have paid the health insurance fee and cancel your registration on or
before the first day of instruction, you are entitled to a full refund of this fee. Insurance fees
are not refundable after the first day of instruction and coverage remains in effect until the
date specified by the insurance plan.

OTHER REFUNDS

Charges other than the registration fee,
the educational fee, nonresident tuition
and campus-based fees are refunded
according to guidelines and schedules
published by the appropriate department.

VETERAN SERVICES

UC Merced Veteran Services staff acts as
a liaison between students and the
Department of Veteran Affairs. This
includes providing educational
certifications for veterans, reservists, active
duty military, and dependents of veterans.
The California Department of Veterans
Affairs college fee-waiver program also is
available for children and spouses of
veterans who have service connected
disabilities or who have died from service-
related causes. To ascertain eligibility the
students, who must be California
residents, apply for the college fee-waiver
program through a county Veterans Service
Office. Once approved by the county
Veterans Service Office, the UC Merced
Veteran Services staff processes the
paperwork associated with administering
the program and reducing the fees. More
information on the documentation
required to initiate Veterans' benefits may
be found at the UC Merced Veteran
Services web site located at
veteranservices.ucmerced.edu.

Students who are veterans or
dependents of veterans should contact the
UC Merced Veteran Services staff if they
have any questions or as soon as they
receive notification of admission to UC
Merced. Veteran Services is located in the
Registrar's Office in Kolligian Library 122.
An appointment may be arranged by
calling (209) 228-2737 or by e-mail at
registrar@ucmerced.edu.
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UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS

UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSION

Prospective students interested in attending the University of California, Merced are encouraged to contact the Admissions/Relations with
Schools and Colleges office well in advance of their intended entrance. The office provides information and advice for prospective students as
they prepare for university work. Future UC Merced students planning to enroll as freshmen or transfer students can get assistance in
planning their pre-university course work and with the application process. If you are interested in enrolling at UC Merced,
Admissions/Relations with Schools staff members are available to assist you via e-mail, telephone or in person.

ADMISSIONS/RELATIONS WITH SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES (ARSC)

5200 N. Lake Road e Campus tours

Merced, CA 95343-5603 ¢ Admissions presentations
(209) 228-4682 ¢ Pre-application advising

(866) 270-7301 (toll-free in California) ¢ Transfer advising

Web site: students.ucmerced.edu (Click on the Admissions link) e Transfer Admission Guarantees
E-mail: admissions@ucmerced.edu

E-mail: transfer@ucmerced.edu

FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS

See the Financial Aid section of this catalog.

Financial Aid code for UC Merced: 001313 (Same as UC Davis)

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA ONLINE RESOURCES

Admissions information: www. ucop.edu/pathways

Examination and Subject requirements: www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/undergrad_adm/pathstoadm.html
Online application: www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply

Approved high school courses: www.ucop.edu/doorways/list

Transferable California Community College courses: www.assist.org

Financial Aid information: www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/paying.html

REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR REQUIRED EXAMINATIONS:
www.act.org ACT code for UC Merced: 0450

www.collegeboard.com College Board code for UC Merced: 4129
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UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS

APPLICATION PROCESS

HOW TO APPLY

The University of California Undergraduate Application for Admission & Scholarships is
available online at www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply. Students may apply to UC Merced
and any number of the additional eight general campuses of the University of California with
one application. The San Francisco campus, which is devoted to the health sciences, has its
own application and filing procedures.

Students who cannot apply online at their home, school or local library may contact
Admissions/Relations with Schools and Colleges for assistance. The application can be
downloaded in printable format from the web site: www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply.

WHEN TO APPLY

To ensure that applicants are considered for admission, the completed application and the
application fee should be electronically filed or postmarked during the priority filing period
shown below. Prospective applicants who have not filed during the priority filing period
should contact Admissions/Relations with Schools and Colleges for more information about
the advisability of filing a late application.

SEMESTER OF ATTENDANCE PRIORITY FILING PERIOD
Fall November 1 — 30
Spring July 1-31

The online application center opens for fall applications prior to November 1, usually
during early October, and in July for spring applications. Students can begin the application,
save their information on the secure site and continue filling out the application at their
convenience up to the filing deadline. Applicants must meet the deadline (last day of the
application filing month). Students who miss the November 30 deadline for fall or the July
31 deadline for spring should contact Admissions/Relations with Schools and Colleges for
assistance.

NOTIFICATION AND ENROLLMENT

On-time applicants for admission to a fall semester will be notified of their admission
decision between March 1 and 31 (freshman applicants) and March 1 through April 30
(transfer applicants). To reserve your space after being admitted to the entering class, you
must submit the Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) along with a $100 deposit by May 1
for freshmen and June 1 for transfers. If you cannot afford the $100 deposit, contact
Admissions/Relations with Schools and Colleges immediately. Applicants for spring semester
will be notified of their admission decision between September 1 and October 7. The SIR
deadline for spring semester is typically October 15. Admission is specific to a particular
semester. If you have questions about deferring your admission to another semester, contact
us for assistance.

APPLICATION ADVICE

All applicants are asked to record self-reported academic records on the application.
Obtain copies of your grades and test scores prior to completing the application. Do not rely
on memory. Your admission to UC Merced is provisional, based on verification of the
information you provide. If admitted, you will be asked to submit final, official transcripts
from all schools and colleges attended and official test score reports for the purpose of
verifying the information you provided on your application.

APPLICATION
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

After you submit your application for
admission you will receive notification that
it was received. If you do not receive
notification that UC Merced received your
application within six weeks of submitting
it, contact Admissions/Relations with
Schools and Colleges immediately by
calling (209) 228-4682 or toll free in
California: (866) 270-7301, or send an
e-mail message to
admissions@ucmerced.edu.

APPLICATION FEES / FEE WAIVER

Students applying to UC Merced must
submit the application fee along with the
paper application or following the
submission of the online application. If
you apply to more than one campus, a
per-campus fee must be submitted.
Application fees are not refundable.

If you cannot afford the application fee
and you are a U.S. citizen or permanent
resident, you may request a fee waiver in
advance or at the time of submitting the
online or paper application. If your family
income and the number of dependents in
your household meet specifications of the
University of California fee waiver
guidelines, the fee will be waived for a
maximum of four campus choices.
Students who qualify for fee waivers and
who wish to apply to more than four
campuses must pay a fee for each
additional campus choice.

Taking a break in the Valley Terraces Center.
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HOW TO OBTAIN A FEE WAIVER

High school students may use the
College Board fee waiver, available from
your school counselor, or may obtain a fee
waiver authorization from any UC campus
Admissions and Relations with Schools or
Educational Opportunity Program office.
California community college students
enrolled in an Extended Opportunity
Programs and Service (EOPS) program can
obtain a fee waiver authorization from the
EOPS office. All students: If you cannot
afford the application fee and meet fee
waiver guidelines, you can request a fee
waiver authorization from any UC campus
Admissions, Relations with Schools or
Educational Opportunity Programs and
Services office, or simply request a fee
waiver when you submit the online
application. Be prepared to answer
questions about your gross family income
and family size.

CATEGORIES OF APPLICANTS

¢ Undergraduate or regular status
applicants are students who wish to enroll
in an established curriculum of a School at
UC Merced for the purpose of completing
the Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science
degree.

¢ Freshman applicants are students who are
currently enrolled in high school at the
time of application or students who have
graduated from high school — or have
completed a California Certificate of
Proficiency, an equivalent proficiency
examination from another state or the
General Education Development (GED)
certificate — but have not enrolled in a
college or university since the summer after
leaving high school. All college or
university work must be reported.

e Transfer applicants are students who have
enrolled in a regular term at a college or
university after leaving high school.
Students who meet this definition cannot
disregard their college record and apply as
freshmen. Al college or university work
must be reported.

¢ Nonresidents are applicants whose legal

permanent residence (as determined by
the University) is outside of the State of
California. Nonresident applicants are
generally required to pay nonresident
tuition and must also present a higher
grade point average than is required of
California residents.

¢ International applicants are students who hold or expect to hold student, exchange, visitor or

diplomatic visas. International applicants are required to pay nonresident tuition and must also
present a higher grade point average than is required of California residents. Prospective
international students are encouraged to contact Admissions/Relations with Schools and
Colleges for information well in advance of the application filing period.

Second baccalaureate applicants are college or university graduates whose educational
objective has changed substantially after receiving the bachelor’s degree. Applicants for the
second bachelor’s degree must be fully eligible for admission to UC Merced and have strong
promise of academic success in the new major. All such admissions are subject to the approval
of the dean of the UC Merced School in which the second degree will be earned. Candidates
for a second bachelor’s degree are subject to the general requirements for the bachelor’s degree
and to the particular requirements of the School in which they are enrolled.

Limited status applicants are students whose special attainments qualify them to take certain
courses in the university toward a definite and limited objective. To apply for limited status
admission, students must either have a bachelor’s degree but not be a candidate for an
advanced degree, or have completed a substantial amount of college work with a satisfactory
grade point average. Prospective students must submit an undergraduate application with fees,
as well as a limited status petition and official transcripts from all schools attended. Limited
status students are expected to maintain a certain scholarship average during a predetermined
time of enrollment. Admission requires the approval of the dean of the School in which the
student intends to study.

Special status applicants are 21 years of age or older who have not had the opportunity to
complete the full requirements for admission or who have not completed a substantial amount
of college work, but for reason of special attainment or background may be prepared to
undertake certain courses at UC Merced toward a definite and limited objective. Conditions for
special status are determined by the director of admissions and are subject to the approval of
the dean of the School in which the student wants to study. Approval to matriculate must be
made by the School dean. Application, fees and filing dates are the same as those for new
applicants and a petition for special status must be submitted with the application.

NOTE: Students returning to UC Merced after a voluntary absence or academic

disqualification are required to apply for readmission through the Office of the Reqistrar.
See below.

READMISSION TO UC MERCED

Students who were formally admitted, registered and enrolled at UC Merced, then

interrupted their studies for any length of time other than summer, must apply for
readmission to the campus. The Readmission Policy and Process can be found on the Office
of the Registrar's web site (registrar.ucmerced.edu).

IMPORTANT DEADLINES RELATED TO ADMISSION

November 30 Application priority filing deadline for admission to fall semester

March 2 Financial aid priority deadline: FAFSA and CAL Grant GPA verification
Check the Financial Aid section of the UC Merced catalog for more
information and deadlines

May 1 Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) fall semester deadline: freshmen
June 1 Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) fall semester deadline: transfers
July 15 Final, official transcripts due to Admissions/Relations with

Schools and Colleges (fall semester applicants)
July 31 Application priority filing deadline for admission to spring semester
October 15 Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) spring semester deadline

January 6 Final, official transcripts due to Admissions/Relations with

Schools and Colleges (spring semester applicants)
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PREPARING FOR UNIVERSITY WORK

As a prospective UC Merced undergraduate, you are encouraged to give careful thought
to preparing yourself adequately in reading, writing, mathematics and other subject areas
relevant to your intended major. Many undergraduate majors require preparation in
mathematics beyond the three years required for admission to the University. The more
comprehensive and challenging your high school or college program is, the better prepared
you will be for your course work at UC Merced. Honors-level, Advanced Placement and
college courses are good preparation for UC Merced. These challenging courses will help
you develop the good study habits and skills you will need at UC Merced. Give priority to
completing the high school or college course patterns required for admission and for your
interest area. Check the UC Merced Admissions web site at students.ucmerced.edu for the
most current information.

University of California Entry-Level Writing Requirement/Analytical Writing
Placement Exam (formerly Subject A) Every undergraduate is required to
demonstrate an acceptable level of ability in English composition. For further
details on the UC Entry-Level Writing Requirement (ELWR) and Analytical Writing
Placement Exam, see the General Education section of this catalog.

FRESHMAN ADMISSION

California Residents

There are three pathways of eligibility for resident students to enter UC Merced as
freshmen: eligibility in the statewide context, eligibility in the local context and eligibility by
examination alone. Eligibility in the statewide context is the path by which most students
attain UC eligibility. To be eligible in the statewide context, students must satisfy the subject,
scholarship and examination requirements described below.

SUBJECT REQUIREMENT

To satisfy the subject requirement you must complete, with grades of C or better, the 15
units of high school course work listed in the following subject pattern, known as the A-G
subjects or requirements. A one-year course is equivalent to one unit and a one-semester
course is equal to one-half unit. Courses certified to meet the A-G requirements are
identified for each California high school on the UC-certified course list available online at
www.ucop.edu/doorways/list, or in paper format from your principal or guidance counselor.
Courses from schools and colleges outside California must provide the same rigor and level
of instruction to meet the A-G requirement.

A-G Subject Requirements

A. History/Social Science: 2 years required. Two years of history/social science, including
one year of world history, cultures and geography; and one year of U.S. history or one-
half year of U.S. history and one-half year of civics or American government.

B. English: 4 years required. Four years of college-preparatory English that include frequent
and regular writing, and reading of classic and modern literature. No more than one year
of approved ESL-type courses can be used to meet the requirement.

C. Mathematics: 3 years required; 4 years recommended. Three years of college
preparatory mathematics which include the topics covered in elementary and advanced
algebra and two- and three-dimensional geometry. Approved integrated math courses
may be used to fulfill part of or the entire requirement, as may other Mathematics
courses taken in the seventh and eighth grades that your high school accepts as
equivalent to its own math courses.

D. Laboratory Science: 2 years required; 3 years recommended. Two years of laboratory
science providing fundamental knowledge in at least two of these three disciplines:
biology, chemistry and physics. Advanced laboratory science courses that have biology,
chemistry or physics as prerequisites and offer substantial additional material may be used

to fulfill this requirement. The final two
years of an approved, three-year
integrated science program may be
used to fulfill this requirement.

E. Language other than English:
2 years required; 3 years
recommended. Two years of the same
language other than English. Courses
should emphasize speaking and
understanding, and include instruction
in grammar, vocabulary, reading and
composition. Courses in a language
other than English taken in the seventh
and eighth grades may be used to fulfill
part of this requirement if your high
school accepts them as equivalent to its
own Ccourses.

F. Visual and Performing Arts (VPA):
1 year required. One year-long
approved arts course from a single VPA
discipline: dance, drama/theater, music
or visual art.

G. College-Preparatory electives:
1 year required. One year (two
semesters), in addition to those
required in “A-F" above, chosen from
the following areas: visual and
performing arts (non-introductory level
courses), history, social science, English,
advanced mathematics, laboratory
science and language other than
English (a third year in the language
used for the “e"” requirement or two
years of another language).
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SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENT

The scholarship requirement defines the grade point average (GPA) you must attain in the
“A-G" subjects to match the eligibility index (described below in Examination Requirement)
to be eligible for admission to the university.

The university calculates your GPA in the “A-G" subjects by assigning point values to the
grades you earn, totaling the points and dividing by the total number of “A-G"” course units.
Points are assigned as follows: A=4 points, B=3 points, C=2 points, D=1 point and F=0
points. Only the grades you earn in “A-G" subjects in the tenth, eleventh and twelfth grades
are used to calculate your GPA. Courses you take in ninth grade can be used to meet the
subject requirements if you earned grades of C or better, but they will not be used to
calculate your GPA.

Beginning with the Fall 2007 semester, California residents must earn, at minimum, a 3.0
GPA in "A-G” courses to meet the Scholarship Requirement.

¢ Honors courses: The University assigns extra points for up to 4 units of certified honors-
level and Advanced Placement courses taken in grades 10 — 12: A=5 points, B=4 points
and C=3 points. No more than 2 units of certified honors-level courses taken in grade 10
may be assigned extra points. Grades of D are not assigned extra points. The courses
must be in the following “A-G" subjects: history, English, advanced mathematics,
laboratory science and visual and performing arts. In these fields, as well as in the fields
of computer science and social science, courses that are designed to prepare students for
Advanced Placement Examinations, the International Baccalaureate Higher Level
Examination and college courses that are transferable to the University are acceptable
honors-level courses.

¢ D or F and repeated grades: Students who receive D and F grades in "A-G” courses
must repeat those courses with grades of C or better. In the subject areas of
mathematics and foreign language, however, a D or F grade can be “validated” by
earning a C grade or better in the second semester or more advanced level in the same
subject. Courses that have been “validated” with a more advanced-level course cannot
be subsequently repeated for a better grade. Consult with Admissions/Relations with
Schools and Colleges or your counselor to determine how D or F grades can be improved
and how the University will use them in evaluating your scholarship record. Grades will
not be used for repeated courses in which you initially received a C or better.

EXAMINATION REQUIREMENT

Students applying for admission must
submit the following test scores:

e Either the ACT Assessment Plus Writing
test or the SAT Reasoning Test, and

e Two SAT Subject Tests, in two different
subject areas selected from history,
literature, mathematics (Math Level ||
only), science or a language other than
English.

The University will use the highest test
scores you earn in computing your
eligibility for admission, and there is no
penalty for taking the examinations more
than once. For more information about
taking the tests to fulfill the examination
requirement, visit the web site:
www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/,
talk to your school counselor.

Contact the appropriate testing
organization. Information for the ACT is
available at www.act.org and for the SAT
at www.collegeboard.com. The University
requires you to take these tests no later
than December of your senior year. To be
eligible in the Statewide Context, your
combined test scores must match or
exceed the scores indicated for your “A-G”
GPA. Because of the recent changes to
the ACT and SAT, the Eligibility Index is
being revised and was unavailable at press
time. The new index, along with an online
calculator you can use to assess your
eligibility, will be available at
www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/
scholarshipreq in Summer 2006.
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Eligibility in the Local Context

Under the Eligibility in the Local Context (ELC) path, the top 4 percent of students at each
participating California high school are designated UC eligible for admission. To be considered
for ELC, a student must complete 11 specific units of the “A-G" subject requirements by the
end of the junior year. With the assistance of each participating high school, the University will
identify the top 4 percent of students on the basis of GPA in the required course work. The 11
units include 1 unit of history/social science, 3 units of English, 3 units of mathematics, 1 unit of
laboratory science, 1 unit of language other than English and 2 units chosen from among the
other subject requirements. The University will notify ELC students of their status at the
beginning of their senior year. If you are designated UC eligible through ELC, you must submit
the University’s undergraduate application for admission during the November filing period and
complete remaining eligibility requirements — including the subject and examination requirements
—to enroll.

Eligibility by Examination Alone

If you do not meet the requirements for Eligibility in the Statewide Context or Eligibility in the
Local Context, you may be able to qualify for admission to the University by examination alone
by achieving high scores on the ACT Assessment plus Writing or SAT Reasoning Test and two
SAT Subject Tests.

To qualify for admission to the University by examination alone, you must satisfy the same
examination requirement as students who are eligible in the statewide context. You must achieve
a test score total, as calculated according to the UC Eligibility Index, of at least 3450 (3550 for
nonresident students). Additionally, students who take the SAT Reasoning Test must score at
least 580 on each of its three components; students who take the ACT Assessment plus Writing
must score at least 25 in math, science, reading and English/writing. All students qualifying by
this path must score at least 580 on each of their two SAT Subject Tests.

You cannot qualify for this path if you have completed
12 or more units of transferable coursework at a college or
university after high school, or if you have taken
transferable college courses in any subject covered by the
SAT Subject Tests.

An applicant who is currently attending high school may
qualify for admission to the University by examination
alone without completing his or her high school program.

Nonresident Freshmen Applicants

There are two paths to UC eligibility for nonresidents at
the freshman level: Eligibility in the Statewide Context and
Eligibility by Examination Alone. Both paths are similar to
those described above, with the following exceptions:

Scholarship Requirement: Your grade point average in
the “A-G" subjects must be 3.4 or higher, regardless of
your test scores. At time of publication, examination
requirements are under review. For updated information
visit www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/welcome.html.

ELIGIBILITY VS. SELECTION: FRESHMIAN APPLICANTS

If the number of applicants exceeds the spaces available for a particular term or major, UC
Merced may use selection criteria beyond minimum eligibility requirements to identify applicants
who will be admitted. The following factors may be considered in a comprehensive review of
eligible applicants for admission to UC Merced as freshmen:

e Academic grade point average in all required “A-G" courses, including additional points for
completion of University-certified honors courses.

e Scores on the ACT with Writing or SAT Reasoning Test, and two SAT Subject Tests.

Number, content of and performance in
academic courses beyond the minimum
"A-G" requirements.

Number of and performance in
University-approved honors courses and
Advanced Placement, International
Baccalaureate and transferable college
courses.

Identification as being ranked in the top
4 percent of your high school class at the
end of your junior year (“eligible in the
local context”).

Quiality of your senior-year program, as
measured by the type and number of
academic courses in progress or planned.

Quality of your academic performance
relative to the educational opportunities
available in your secondary school.

Outstanding performance in one or more
academic subject areas.

Outstanding work in one or more special
projects in any academic field of study.

Recent, marked improvement in
academic performance, as demonstrated
by your academic GPA and the quality of
course work completed or in progress.

Special talents, achievements and awards
in a particular field, such as visual and
performing arts, communication or
athletic endeavors; special skills, such as
demonstrated written and oral
proficiency in other languages; special
interests, such as intensive study and
exploration of other cultures; experiences
that demonstrate unusual promise for
leadership, such as significant community
service or significant participation in
student government; or other significant
experiences or achievements that
demonstrate your promise for
contributing to the intellectual vitality of
the campus.

Completion of special projects
undertaken either in the context of your
high school curriculum or in conjunction
with special school events, projects or
programs.

Academic accomplishments in light of
your life experiences and special
circumstances.

Location of your secondary school and
residence.
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FRESHMEN WITH ADVANCED STANDING

If you complete transferable college courses as defined below or achieve an appropriate score on Advanced Placement or International
Baccalaureate Higher Level examinations while in high school, you may receive transfer credits when you enter UC Merced as a freshman.
Completing examinations and transferable college courses while still in high school or in the summer immediately following high school
graduation does not make you a transfer student, even though you may have earned a significant number of college credits. Tables on the
following pages identify the amount and type of transfer credit awarded for appropriate scores in the identified examinations.

TRANSFERABLE COLLEGE COURSES

The University awards transfer credit for courses that are determined by Admissions/Relations with Schools and Colleges to be comparable
to those offered for the undergraduate degree at any UC campus, when taken at a regionally accredited institution of higher education.
Transferable courses offered by California Community Colleges are listed on the UC Transferable Courses section of the California public
institution articulation database, found at www.assist.org.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) AND INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) EXAMINATIONS

The University awards credit for successful completion of the College Board Advanced Placement (AP) and the International Baccalaureate
Higher Level Examinations (IB). Students must have official test score reports sent directly from the testing service to UC Merced to receive
credit. Students will meet with advising staff during orientation to discuss which courses or requirements they may have waived based on
their scores in these and other examinations.

CREDIT FOR IB EXAMS

The International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) awards either a diploma or awards a certificate for individual IB exams. Students
completing the IB diploma with a score of 30 or above will receive a total of 20 semester units of elective credit toward their UC Merced
undergraduate degree, as approved by UC faculty for implementation in 2002. To complete the IB diploma, students are required to take one
subject from each of the six subject groups and complete an extended essay. At least three of the six subjects must be taken at the Higher
Level. The University grants 5.3 semester units to students who receive IB certificates for each individual Higher Level Exam on which the
student scores 5, 6, or 7. The University does not grant credit for Standard Level exams.

Prior to enrolling in their first classes at UC Merced, students will meet with an academic advisor to discuss their academic plans and test
scores. The following chart provides guidelines used for awarding units (elective credit) and exemptions for degree requirements. Students
who choose to take a course from which they are otherwise exempt will receive credit for the UCM course but not the units for the exam.

CREDIT FOR AP/IB EXAMS

Subject Exam Units Course Exemptions and General Education

IBH Visual Arts 5.3 Score 5 or above exempts one (1) course in Arts

AP Art (Studio):
Drawing 5.3 Score 4 or 5 on Drawing, 2-D Design or 3-D Design exempts one 4-unit GE course in Arts
2-D Design 53
3-D Design 5.3

(CREDIT WILL BE GRANTED
FOR EITHER THE IB OR AP

EXAMS THIS SECTION)
AP Art History 5.3 Score 4 or 5 exempts one (1) course in Arts
AP Biology 5.3 Score 4 or 5 exempts BIS 1
AP Chemistry 53 Score 3 or above exempts Chemistry Readiness Exam

Score 4 or 5 exempts CHEM 2

AP Computer Science:
Comp Science A 1.3 None
Comp Science AB 2.7 None

(2.7 UNIT MAXIMUM
BOTH TESTS)
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Subject Exam Units Course Exemptions
IBH Economics 5.3 Score 6 or 7 exempts ECON 1
AP Economics:
Macroeconomics 2.7 Score 4 or 5 on both Microeconomics AND Macroeconomics exempts ECON 1
Microeconomics 2.7
(CREDIT WILL BE GRANTED

FOR EITHER THE IB OR AP
EXAMS IN THIS SECTION)

IBH English Language 53 Score 5 or above satisfies WRI 1 and ELWR. Score 6 or 7 exempts WRI 10
AP English:
Language/Composition 5.3 Score 3 or above either AP exam satisfies WRI 1 and ELWR
Literature/Composition 5.3 Score 4 or 5 Lang/Comp exempts WRI 10
(5.3 UNIT MAXIMUM Score 4 or 5 Lit/Comp exempts LIT 20-21, 30-31, or 40-41 sequence
ALLTESTS TH SECTION)
AP Environmental Science 2.7 Score 4 or 5 exempts ESS 1
AP Government and Politics:
United States 2.7 Score 4 or 5 exempts POLI 1
Comparative 2.7 Score 4 or 5 exempts POLI 1
IBH History 5.3 Score 6 or 7 exempts one (1) lower division history sequence
AP History:
US History 5.3 Score 4 or 5 exempts HIST 16-17
European History 5.3 None
World History 5.3 Score 4 or 5 exempts HIST 10-11
(CREDIT WILL BE GRANTED

FOR EITHER THE IB OR AP
EXAMS IN THIS SECTION)

IBH Geography
AP Human Geography:

53
2.7

(CREDIT WILL BE GRANTED
FOR EITHER THE IB OR AP
EXAMS IN THIS SECTION)

None
None

IBH Language Other Than English
french
German
Spanish

AP Language Other Than English:
french Language
french Literature
German Language
German Literature
Spanish Language
Spanish Literature

(CREDIT WILL BE GRANTED FOR
EITHER THE IB OR AP EXAMS IN
THE SAME LANGUAGE IN THIS
SECTION)

Score 6 or 7 on French or German exempts WCH foreign language requirement

Score 6 or 7 exempts SPAN 4 and/or WCH foreign language requirement

Score 4 or 5 on french Language and/or French Literature and/or German Language
and/or German Literature exempts WCH foreign language requirement

Score 4 or 5 exempts SPAN 4 and/or WCH foreign language requirement
Score 4 or 5 exempts LIT 50-51

AP Latin:
Latin Literature 2.7 Score 4 or 5 on Latin Literature and/or Vergil exempts WCH foreign
language requirement
AP Mathematics Score 4 or 5 on either exam exempts Math Readiness Exam and
SSHA’s Quantitative Reasoning Requirement
Calculus AB 2.7 Score 4 or 5 exempts MATH 21
Calculus BC 5.3 Score 3 exempts Calculus Readiness exam and MATH 21, Score of 4 or 5 exempts Math 21 and
MATH 22
Calculus BC Subscore AB 27 Score 4 or 5 exempts MATH 21
(5.3 UNIT MAXIMUM
ALLTESTS THSS SECTION)
IBH Music 5.3 Score 6 or 7 exempts one (1) GE course in Arts
AP Music Theory 5.3 None
(5.3 UNIT MAXIMUM

ALL TESTS THIS SECTION)
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Subject Exam Units Course Exemptions and General Education
AP Physics:

Physics B 5.3 None

Physics C Mechanics 2.7 Score 5 exempts PHYS 8

Physics C Electricity and 2.7 None

Magnetism (5.3 UNIT MAXIMUM

ALLTESTS THIS SECTION)

IBH Psychology 5.3 Score 6 or 7 exempts PSY 1
AP Psychology 2.7 Score 4 or 5 exempts PSY 1

(CREDIT WILL BE GRANTED
FOR EITHER THE IB OR AP
EXAMS IN THIS SECTION)

IBH Social and 5.3 Score 6 or 7 or above exempts ANTH 1
Cultural Anthropology

AP Statistics 2.7 Score 4 exempts MATH 15; SSHA Quantitative Reasoning Requirement
Score 5 exempts ECON 10

IBH Theatre Arts 5.3 Score 5 or above exempts one (1) GE Course in Arts

ADMISSION AS A TRANSFER STUDENT

If you enrolled in a regular session of college or university-level course work after leaving high school, you are considered to be a transfer
student and cannot ignore your college records to apply as a freshman. UC Merced has a strong commitment to enrolling well-prepared
transfer students. Following California’s Master Plan for Higher Education, UC Merced will give highest priority to students transferring from
California’s community colleges. UC Merced will give priority to junior-level transfer students — students who have completed at least 60 and
no more than 89 transferable semester units (90 to 133.5 quarter units). While preparing to transfer at the junior level, we encourage you to
complete a pattern of courses that will best prepare you for upper division work in your chosen field of study. It is helpful if you identify an
intended major early in your college course work. Contact Admissions/Relations with Schools and Colleges for assistance in planning to
transfer. Information about UC Merced majors and transfer preparation is available at admissions.ucmerced.edu. If you plan to transfer from
a California Community College, contact Admissions/Relations with Schools and Colleges to inquire about Transfer Admission Guarantee
contracts and visit www.assist.org for information on courses to take to prepare for your major.

TRANSFERABLE COLLEGE UNITS AND GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA)

The University awards transfer credit for courses that are determined by Admissions/Relations with Schools and Colleges to be essentially the
same as those offered for the undergraduate degree at any UC campus, and taken at a regionally accredited institution of higher education.
Transferable courses offered by California Community Colleges are listed on the UC Transferable Courses section of the California public
institution articulation database, found on the web site: www.assist.org.

Grade points for all UC-transferable courses attempted on a letter grade basis will be computed into the grade point average (GPA) that will
be used to determine admission. Units for courses in which you earned grades of W, Pass or Credit, and No Pass or No Credit, are excluded
from the computation of your grade point average. Honors courses taken in college are not weighted when computing the transferable GPA
for admission. For more information about determining your GPA, contact Admissions/Relations with Schools and Colleges or visit the web
site: admissions.ucmerced.edu.

If you have attended only community colleges or two-year postsecondary institutions, all of your UC-transferable college courses will be
accepted in transfer for subject credit and your GPA for admission is computed using all UC-transferable college courses attempted. When
you transfer, however, the total number of units is limited to a maximum total of 70 semester units (105 quarter units).

EXCESS UNITS

Students transferring to UC Merced from a regionally accredited four-year college or university may have up to 89 transferable semester
(133.5 quarter) units and still be eligible to transfer. It is important to note, however, that UC Merced considers students who have completed
more than 89 semester units to have excess units and will not admit those students without special approval. A student who completes 89 or
fewer units at a four-year institution, then transfers to a community college to complete course work that is necessary for admission, will not
have excess units and can be considered for admission to UC Merced.
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ADMISSION ELIGIBILITY FOR TRANSFERS

California Residents

There are three ways for you to meet the University's minimum eligibility requirements for
transfer admission. Meeting the minimum eligibility requirements does not guarantee
admission.

1. Eligible for admission upon high school graduation: If you were eligible for admission to
the University when you graduated from high school — meaning you satisfied the Subject,
Scholarship and Examination requirements — you are eligible to transfer if you have a C
(2.0) grade point average in your transferable college course work.

2. Lacking only subject requirements upon high school graduation: If you met the
scholarship and examination requirements but you did not satisfy the subject
requirements when you graduated from high school, you must take transferable college
courses in the subjects you are missing, earn a grade of C or better in each of these
required courses and earn an overall C (2.0) average in all transferable college course
work to be eligible to transfer.

3. Lacking the scholarship requirement upon high school graduation: If you were not eligible
for admission to the University when you graduated from high school because you did
not meet the scholarship and examination requirement, you must complete all of the
following in (a) and (b) below.

Any student planning to enter UC Merced as a junior-level transfer student may complete

the following requirements in place of (1) or (2) above.
(@) 60 semester units (90 quarter units) of UC-transferable college course work with a
grade point average of at least 2.4. No more than 14 semester units (21 quarter
units) may be taken Pass/Not Pass; and
(b) the transfer course pattern requirement to include:
¢ Two transferable college courses (3 semester or 4-5 quarter units each) in English
composition, and

¢ One transferable college course (3 semester or 4-5 quarter units) in mathematical
concepts and quantitative reasoning, and

e Four transferable college courses (3 semester or 4-5 quarter units each) chosen
from at least two of the following subject areas:

e Arts and humanities

¢ Behavioral and social sciences

¢ Physical and biological sciences

Students who have completed courses listed on the Intersegmental General Education
Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) before they transfer to the University will have already satisfied
the course pattern requirement.

TRANSFER REQUIREMENTS FOR NONRESIDENTS

Transfer students who are not residents of California must meet the same requirements as
California residents and must have a grade point average (GPA) of 2.8 or better in all
transferable college work.

ELIGIBILITY VS. SELECTION: TRANSFER APPLICANTS

If the number of transfer applicants exceeds the number of transfer enroliment spaces
available, UC Merced may use supplemental criteria to select from among the qualified
transfer applicants. Highest-priority consideration at the transfer level is given to students
transferring from a California Community College who meet the University’s definition of a
California Community College student.

Definition of a California Community College student: A California Community College
student applying for admission to the University of California in advanced standing will be
given priority admission over all other applicants if: 1) he/she was enrolled at one or more
California Community Colleges for at least two terms (excluding summer sessions); 2) the last

college he/she attended before admission
to a UC campus was a California
Community College (excluding summer
sessions); and 3) he/she has completed at
least 30 semester (45 quarter) UC
transferable units at one or more California
Community Colleges.

SELECTION CRITERIA FOR
TRANSFER APPLICANTS:

e Completion of a specified pattern or
number of courses that meet breadth
or general education requirements.

e Completion of a specified pattern or
number of courses that provide
continuity with upper division courses
in your major.

e Your grade point average in all
transferable courses.

e Participation in academically selective
honors courses or programs.

e Special talents, achievements and
awards in a particular field, such as
visual and performing arts,
communication or athletic endeavors;
special skills, such as demonstrated
written and oral proficiency in other
languages; special interests, such as
intensive study and exploration of other
cultures; experiences that demonstrate
unusual promise for leadership, such as
significant community service or
significant participation in student
government; or other significant
experiences or achievements that
demonstrate your promise for
contributing to the intellectual vitality
of the campus.

e Completion of special projects
undertaken in the context of your
college curriculum or in conjunction
with special school events, projects or
programs.

e Academic accomplishments in light of
your life experiences and special
circumstances.

e |ocation of your college and residence.
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IGETC NOTES FOR
CALIFORNIA
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
TRANSFERS

As a transfer student, if you
complete the Intersegmental
General Education Transfer
Curriculum (IGETC) prior to
transfer, the campus-specific,
lower-division general
education requirements for
graduation from UC Merced
will be waived. Official
certification of your
completed IGETC must be
sent to Admissions/Relations
with Schools and Colleges at
UC Merced, along with your
final, official transcript from
the last community college
you attended.

Carving pumpkins at Valley Terraces.

If you are already enrolled at a University of California campus as a degree-seeking
student, you may apply to UC Merced as a transfer student. Intercampus transfers
follow the same procedures and deadlines as transfers from other colleges and
universities. If you complete the general education or breadth requirements for your
UC school or college prior to transfer and obtain a letter from the dean declaring your
requirements satisfied, UC Merced will use your letter to waive campus-specific, lower-
division general education requirements at UC Merced.

TRANSFER ADMISSION GUARANTEE (TAG)

UC Merced offers Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG) contracts for California
Community College students throughout California. TAG contracts specify the courses to
be completed and grade point averages students must earn at the community college to
be guaranteed admission to their major. If you are interested in receiving a TAG
contract, call Admissions/Relations with Schools and Colleges at (209) 228-4682 or (866)
270-7301 toll free in California. The following majors are available for fall 2007 and
2008 TAG contracts:

Required GPA Major, Degree

3.10 Computer Science & Engineering, B.S.
3.00 Environmental Engineering, B.S.

2.80 Biological Sciences, B.S.

2.80 Earth Systems Science, B.S.

2.80 Social and Cognitive Sciences, B.A.
2.80 World Cultures and History, B.A.

ADMISSIONS INFORMATION FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

International students who plan to enter UC Merced as freshmen must have
completed a rigorous program of studies and activities comparable to that required of
domestic freshman applicants selected for admission and must demonstrate
proficiency in the English language by one of the methods described later in this
section. International applicants are also required to take the ACT Assessment Plus
Writing test or the SAT Reasoning Test and two SAT Subject Tests selected from two
of the following subject areas: history, literature, mathematics (Math Level Il only),
science or a language other than English.

International students enrolled in
California Community Colleges will be
considered for admission for Fall 2006 and
later if they will complete at least 60
transferable semester units, with the last 30
units coming from the California Community
College. Students meeting these
specifications will be considered for
admission according to the same guidelines
and requirements as those required of
domestic transfer students, except that they
must present a grade point average of at
least 2.8 for admission consideration.

Courses comparable to those offered for
undergraduate degree credit in the
University of California and completed in
post-secondary institutions outside the
United States will transfer to UC Merced if
taken at institutions recognized by the
Ministry of Education in the institution’s
home country. International students with
previous college attendance cannot disregard
their academic records and apply as
freshmen.

International students whose native
language is not English must demonstrate
language proficiency by one of the
following methods:

eTake the Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL) and earn a minimum
score of 220 (computer-based TOEFL),
83 (internet-based TOEFL) or 550
(paper-based TOEFL). Information about
the TOEFL is available at www.toefl.org.

eTake the International English
Language Testing System exam (IELTS)
and earn a minimum score of 7.
Information about IELTS is available at
www.ielts.org

eEarn a score of 3, 4 or 5 on the
Advanced Placement International
English Language (APIEL). Information
about the APIEL is available at
www.collegeboard.com/ap/students/apel/

eEarn grades of B or better in each of
two UC-transferable English
composition courses taken at are
regionally accredited post-secondary
institution in the United States.

Prospective international students are
strongly encouraged to contact the
Admissions/Relations with Schools and
Colleges to discuss their academic
background, English proficiency and visa
status prior to application.
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COST OF ATTENDANCE AND FINANCIAL AID

See the Financial Aid section of this catalog for detailed
information about the estimated cost of attendance and
information regarding financing your education.

VERIFICATION OF SELF-REPORTED ACADEMIC
RECORDS

All admission offers are provisional and subject to cancellation if
official documents to verify self-reported academic information are
not received in Admissions/Relations with Schools and Colleges by
the deadline pertaining to the term of entrance. Required
documents include official test scores and final, official transcripts
from high schools and colleges attended. Students admitted to fall
semesters must be sure their official documents arrive five business
days prior to their scheduled New Student Orientation session or by
July 15, whichever date comes first. Students admitted to spring
semesters must be sure their official documents are received by
January 6.

ORIENTATION FOR ADMITTED STUDENTS

All admitted students receive an invitation to attend New
Student Orientation during summer for fall semester and during
January for spring semester. At orientation, students will meet with
an academic advisor, plan their program of study and enroll in
classes. Final, official transcripts and official test scores must arrive
in Admissions/Relations with Schools and Colleges at least five
business days prior to their scheduled New Student Orientation
session or registration will be delayed.

CALIFORNIA RESIDENCY STATUS

The admission requirements for California residents also apply to
dependents of the University of California employees. The manner
in which legal residence is defined for tuition purposes is different
than that for admission purposes. If you have questions about your
residency status for tuition purposes, contact the Office of the
University Registrar (see the Registrar section of this catalog).

Hughson High School AVID students visit campus.

Faculty Advisor Professor Jeffrey Yoshimi, seated, with students (l.
to r.) Heidi Kang, James Ebright and Sanjeev Singh Chahal.

MAKE UC MERCED YOUR TRANSFER DESTINATION

UC Merced is finding new ways to be a welcoming
educational home for transfer students, with support from the
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and the Ford Foundation.
Transfer students who joined UC Merced’s inaugural class are
forming an association, and exchanging views and experiences
on life at a start-up university. As UC Merced ambassadors,
they are visiting a California Community Colleges to let students
know what a research university has to offer them and which
services are available to support their educational success at UC
Merced. They are also building a transfer web site that tells
students what they need to know. From his own experience,
Faculty Advisor Jeff Yoshimi knows the value of transferring
from a California Community College to the University of
California. He says, “I transferred from Pasadena City College
to UC Berkeley and my parents met at Los Angeles City College,
so transfer is meaningful to me based on my personal
background. | believe in it!”

UC Merced aspires to be the top destination for transfer
students. Come help your fellow transfer students make this
program bigger and better. A number of paid openings are
available to help the program grow. Partner with UC Merced's
first class, as the pioneering work of university-building
continues.

TRANSFER STUDENTS: YOU BELONG HERE
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FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS

The Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships strives to
make a college education affordable for all students
regardless of their families' financial situations. While
students are expected to contribute a certain amount
toward their education, UC Merced offers a number of
financial aid and scholarship resources to assist students
in meeting their educational expenses. (Exceptions: The
Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships does not have
funds available to offer assistance to international
students, students on special or limited status or
students enrolled in the Division of Professional Studies.)

All students, regardless of income, are encouraged to
apply for financial aid. In 2005-06, 71 percent of UC
Merced undergraduate students received some form of
financial assistance. Financial aid is intended both to
remove financial barriers for families who cannot afford
the cost of a higher education and to fill in the gap for
families who can afford only part of the cost. A number
of factors in addition to family income are considered in
determining your financial eligibility, including the size of
your family and the number of family members in
college. Although most grant awards are based on
financial need, some loans and scholarships are available
regardless of need.

The Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships is dedicated
to helping students and their parents understand the
financial aid opportunities available as well as the criteria
used in determining eligibility for the various financial aid
programs available at UC Merced. The Office of Financial
Aid and Scholarships welcomes your questions and is here to
provide services and guidance that will contribute to your
educational experiences at UC Merced. If you have questions
or need additional information, please do not hesitate to
contact us.

For faster and more accurate filing, students can apply for financial aid online at

www.fafsa.ed.gov. The FAFSA as well as the Cal Grant GPA Verification form
should be completed and submitted as soon as possible after January 1 and
no later than March 2nd. If the March 2nd deadline has already passed,
some funding may still be available. Apply as soon as possible! We receive
and process financial aid applications throughout the year and students will
be considered for Pell Grants and Federal Loans at all times. A financial aid
advisor is available to assist students and parents with the financial aid
application and award process, and can review special circumstances that may
affect eligibility. Please contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships
for assistance.

1.

Applying for Financial Aid is as easy as 1,2,3!

Complete and submit the University of California Application for
Admissions & Scholarships by November 30th.

. Complete and submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid

(FAFSA) and a GPA Verification form by March 2nd.

Complete and return any additional documents requested by the
Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships.

Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships:

Web site: financialaid.ucmerced.edu
E-mail: finaid@ucmerced.edu
Phone: (209) 228-4243

Address: 5200 N. Lake Road

Merced, CA 95343

Other important Web addresses:

Web site:
Web site:

FAFSA: www.fafsa.ed.gov
CSAC: www.csac.ca.gov

HOW TO APPLY

Students applying for financial aid from UC Merced,
the federal government and/or the state of California
must complete the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA). The 2007-2008 FAFSA will be available
beginning in December 2006.
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GRANTS

Grants are awarded on the basis of financial need and do not have to be
repaid. The federal government provides funds for some grants (Federal Pell
Grants). The State of California also offers grants to qualified undergraduate
students (Cal Grants A and B). In addition, grant funds are provided by the
University of California.

Federal Pell Grants: To be eligible for a Federal Pell Grant, applicants must
be U.S. citizens or eligible non-citizens, be enrolled as undergraduates, have
not previously received a bachelor’s degree and demonstrate financial need.
The amount you receive depends on your financial need as determined by
completing the FAFSA.

Cal Grants: To be eligible for a Cal Grant award, applicants must be
California residents, demonstrate financial need and meet appropriate
deadlines. The California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) administers the
Cal Grant program. Go to the CSAC web site at www.csac.ca.gov for more
information.

Cal Grant A awards are based on financial need and academic
achievement. This grant pays the majority of University fees.

Cal Grant B awards are based on financial need and are for entering
undergraduate students, primarily from low-income backgrounds. Cal Grant
B pays a stipend each semester for living expenses for first-year students, and
the majority of University fees plus a stipend each semester for living expenses
for students in their second through fourth years.

University Return-to-Aid Grants and Scholarships: The University of
California returns a portion of all educational fee revenue to financial aid
programs. UC Merced uses this funding to provide a need-based institutional
grant and scholarship program to eligible students. The grant and scholarship
program strives to ensure that all students who are eligible to attend the
University of California, Merced, have the financial resources to do so. To
determine eligibility, we subtract a student and parent contribution, any
federal or state resources the student receives and a standard work and loan
contribution from the cost of attendance. Additional guidelines for awarding
the grants and scholarships are determined annually and are in part
determined based on the amount of grant aid available.

LOANS

Loans are financial aid awards that require repayment. They offer the
opportunity to defer the cost of your educational expenses by borrowing now
and repaying later. While some loan programs are based on financial need,
there are loan programs available to all students regardless of income. Loan
programs available through UC Merced are federally funded, providing long-
term, low-interest loans.

Federal Subsidized Stafford Loans are awarded to students with financial
need. This loan is “subsidized” in that the U.S. government pays the interest
while the student is in school and during the grace period (the first six
months after leaving school or dropping to less than half-time enrollment
status). Federal Unsubsidized Stafford Loans are not based on financial need
and are available to all eligible students, regardless of income. This loan is
“unsubsidized” in that the student is responsible for paying all interest due.
There is no federal interest subsidy for the loan. Interest accrues immediately
upon disbursement. Borrowers may elect to pay accrued interest on a monthly
or quarterly basis or have it added back to the principal balance in a process
called capitalization.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

Federal financial aid programs are subject to
regulations that define the criteria students must meet to
qualify and maintain eligibility for those programs. The
regulations state that a student must: (1) be a U.S.
citizen or an eligible non-citizen of the U.S.; (2) be
accepted for admission to the University; (3) be enrolled
in good standing at the University (units taken through
the Division of Professional Studies are not counted
toward half- or full-time enrollment); (4) demonstrate
financial need (except for Federal Unsubsidized Loans
and Federal PLUS Loans); (5) maintain satisfactory
academic progress for financial aid, as outlined below;
(6) be registered for the selective service if the student is
a male at least 18 years old, born after December 31,
1960, and not on active duty with the armed forces; and
(7) not owe a refund on a federal grant or be in default
on a federal educational loan. Please note: Financial
need is the difference between the reasonable, approved
expenses of attending UC Merced and all available
resources, including the expected contribution from
parents, the student and any outside aid.

FULL-TIME ENROLLMENT

Students are expected to enroll full time at the
university. Students not enrolled full time by the end of
the third week of the semester may have to pay back
some of their financial aid.
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LIMITED NUMBER OF SEMESTERS

Financial aid is not available for an indefinite period. You are allowed up to 10 semesters
of financial aid eligibility, depending on your class standing when you were admitted. The
semester limit applies to time you have spent at any college or post-secondary institution; it
includes semesters during which you received no financial aid, as well as terms during which
you withdrew. It does not include semesters when you were not registered or summer
sessions. The initial class level is assigned by the Office of Admissions and Relations with
Schools and Colleges, based on transfer credits accepted, including Advanced Placement
units. Note: Terms that you withdraw count toward the total number of semesters.

Transfer Units Financial Aid Eligibility at UC Merced

Freshman 10 semesters
Sophomore 8 semesters
Junior 6 semesters
Senior 4 semesters

MINIMUM NUMBER OF UNITS EACH YEAR

Students must complete 24 cumulative UC units for two
semesters in an academic year to remain eligible for
financial aid. Students who attend only one semester are
required to complete only 12 UC units for that semester. If
a student fails to complete sufficient units, s/he will be
placed on academic probation and sent a warning letter.
All deficient academic units must be made up in the next
consecutive academic year in addition to the minimum (24)
units required in that academic year. If the student meets
the next applicable minimum progress requirement for
quantitative standards, the student will return to good
standing. If a student has not returned to good standing
for quantitative standards in the next consecutive academic
year, the student will be subject to disqualification.

Dropped, failed and incomplete courses; remedial
courses for which no credit is received; and repeated
courses (in which you previously received a passing grade)
do not count toward unit credit. To earn units for a
course, you must complete and pass that course. Units are
measured and warning letters are mailed at the end of the
spring semester.

Financial Aid and Scholarships
Director Diana Ralls marches at
the UC Merced Opening Day
Celebration.

SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS

An undergraduate student will be placed on academic
probation if at the end of any term the student’s grade point
average:

is less than 2.0, but not less than 1.5, for the term;
or
is less than 2.0 for all courses taken within the University of California.

An undergraduate student is subject to academic disqualification from the University if at
the end of any term: the student’s grade point average for that term is less than 1.5; or if
the student has completed two consecutive terms on academic probation without achieving
a cumulative grade point average of 2.0.

You may receive financial aid while you are on probation, but you will lose all financial aid
if you are dismissed. Students are allowed to receive financial aid while on probation for a
maximum of two consecutive terms.

APPEALS

If your financial aid is denied, suspended
or terminated for failure to achieve
satisfactory academic progress, you may
appeal if extenuating circumstances hindered
academic performance. Appeal forms are
available from the Office of Financial Aid
and Scholarships. To file an appeal, complete
the form, obtain and attach all documents
that support the basis for your appeal, and
return the form and documentation to the
Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships. You
are strongly encouraged to file your appeal
form immediately after receiving notification
that your aid has been denied. You are not
eligible to receive financial aid while your
appeal is under consideration, and the
appeal process normally takes 2-4 weeks.

EFFECTS OF WITHDRAWING ON
FINANCIAL AID

Students sometimes find that they need to
withdraw from school. This may be due to
illness or a family emergency. If you leave
school after the term begins, this is considered
a withdrawal. (If you cancel your registration
for a term before the term begins, you are not
eligible to receive any financial aid for that
term.) Whatever the reason, if you are
considering withdrawal, you should first discuss
your decision with a financial aid advisor.
Financial aid recipients who withdraw may
no longer be eligible for all of the financial
aid they have received. If you are a financial
aid recipient and withdraw, you should expect
to pay back part of your financial aid. UC
Merced uses the Federal Formula required for
Title IV aid recipients (Pell Grants, FFELP, Parent
Loans for Undergraduate Students) to
determine the amount of all forms of aid a
student must return, including Cal Grants and
scholarships.

The percentage of aid to be repaid is the
percentage of the total days in the semester
that are remaining after the date of withdrawal.
For instance, if you received $2,000 in financial
aid and withdraw when the semester is exactly
50 percent over, you will need to repay $1,000.

IMPORTANT WARNING: Your semesters of
financial aid eligibility are limited. When you
withdraw you use up one semester of
eligibility!

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Please
refer to our web site
financialaid.ucmerced.edu for additional
information and assistance.
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THE ACADEMIC YEAR

THE SEMESTER SYSTEM

The University of California, Merced is on the semester system.
The academic year is divided into two semesters and multiple
summer sessions during the summer term. Quarter units earned
previously at another institution are converted to semester units by
multiplying by two-thirds (or .667 per unit); for example, 180
guarter units equals 120 semester units.

SUMMER COURSES

Every summer, students can earn units, expand their knowledge,
take special study courses, fulfill prerequisites and complete general
education or major requirements by enrolling in summer courses.
UC Merced offers multiple summer session options. A wide variety
of courses are offered each summer in subjects that are transferable
to most campuses. Enrollment in summer session courses is open
to UC Merced students and other UC students, as well as students
from other colleges and universities, adults and high school juniors
and seniors. For additional information about summer courses,
contact summersession@ucmerced.edu.

Office of the Registrar

Web site: registrar.ucmerced.edu
E-mail: registrar@ucmerced.edu
Phone: (209) 228-2734
Address: 5200 N. Lake Road

Merced, CA 95343

ENROLLMENT AND ENROLLMENT LIMITS

ENROLLING IN COURSES

UC Merced students register each semester using the online
registration system, MyUCMerced. The registration process
includes enrolling in classes, paying fees and other financial
obligations, filing a current address with the Office of the Registrar,
and completing and filing other information forms. MyUCMerced is
an interactive computer system that allows the student to enroll in
classes via the Internet. With UC Merced’s Internet registration,
students will always receive the most up-to-date information
regarding their registration and class enrollment. Preassigned
appointments that are spread throughout the registration period
regulate access to the registration system. For security purposes,
students are assigned a unique login user code and password/PIN
that must be entered to access MyUCMerced. Students may add
and drop courses during the adjustment period, which starts after
preregistration ends and extends through the first three weeks of
instruction. A new or readmitted student must also:

e QObtain a student ID card, and

e Complete the on-line Statement of Legal Residence petition on
the Office of the Registrar's web site (registrar.ucmerced.edu)
under the Residency and Fee Related Programs section.

The Schedule of Classes and other information on registration
are available on the MyUCMerced web site.

Registration Priority: Access to registration (via MyUCMerced)
is by priority groups. The groups are established according to
student class level as determined by the number of units
completed, with the seniors registering first, juniors second, etc.
The number of semester units a student has completed determines
undergraduate classification:

Class Level Units
Freshman 0.0-29.9
Sophomore 30.0-59.9
Junior 60.0-89.9
Senior 90.0 or more

Late Enrollment/Registration

Students who have not registered prior to the first day of
instruction are considered late enrollments. Late enrollment begins
after the first day of instruction and extends through the 10th day
of instruction. Students are assessed a late enrollment fee.
Approval from the student’s School is required to register late.
Students are also required to pay their fees in full approximately
seven days prior to the first day of instruction. If the fees are not
paid in full by the published deadline, a $50 late
registration/payment fee may be assessed.

Adding and Dropping Courses

Adding a Course: During the first week of instruction, students
may add a course or courses if space is available. During the
second and third weeks of instruction, a student may add courses
only with the permission of the instructor. After the third week of
instruction, students may add a course only with the permission of
both the instructor and the appropriate dean. A fee will be
assessed for adding a course after the third week.

e First week: Students may add if space available

e Second and third weeks: Students may add only with instructor’s
approval

e After third week: Students may add only with instructor’s and
appropriate dean’s approvals; fee assessed
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Dropping a Course: During the first four weeks of instruction, students may drop a course
or courses without paying a fee and without further approval. After the fourth week of
instruction and until the end of the tenth week of instruction (close of business on the Friday of
that week), a student may drop with the signed approval of the instructor of record and
confirmed by the dean of the School with which the student is affiliated, provided, (1) the
student is not on special probation (i.e. students who have successfully appealed
disqualification), (2) dropping the course would be to the educational benefit of the student (in
the judgment of the instructor and dean) and (3) the student is not being investigated for
academic dishonesty in that course. Dropping between the 4th and 10th weeks will be
approved only provided the student submits a written description of the special circumstances
warranting this action; therefore students should continue to attend the course until their drop
request is approved. Any request to drop beginning in the eleventh week of instruction will only
be considered under exceptional circumstances (illness or injury substantiated by a doctor's note,
recent death in the immediate family or other circumstances of equal gravity) and will only be
considered following submission of a petition that is approved by the dean of the School with
which the student is affiliated. All drops must be received by the Office of the Registrar by the
deadlines specified. For students dropping after the fourth week of instruction, a fee will be
assessed and a "W" notation will appear under the course grade on the student's transcript.

Course Substitutions

Students may petition the appropriate dean to substitute a suitable course in place of a
required course (for a general education course: petition the Dean of College One; for a major
course: petition the dean of the School in which the major resides). Petition forms are available
on the following web sites: Office of the Registrar, the Student Advising & Learning Center,
College One and the Schools.

Retroactive Add

In some rare circumstances, students are allowed to add a course after the course is
completed. Petitions for retroactive adds are available from the Office of the Registrar. Each
petition must include the reason for the student’s failure to add the course during the semester
in which it was offered. The petition must be supported by the instructor’s signed approval,
together with a statement from the instructor indicating knowledge of the student’s
participation and performance during the presentation of the course in question and the
instructor’s understanding as to the reason for the student’s failure to add the course before the
end of the semester. Once the petition is complete, it should be forwarded to the appropriate
School dean for review and approval. A course grade must be assigned by the instructor. A fee
is assessed on all retroactive adds.

Retroactive Drop

Occasionally, in exceptional circumstances, students are allowed to drop a course after the
course is completed. Reasons for seeking a retroactive drop are very specific: medical problems,
severe emotional difficulties or recent death or severe illness in the immediate family. Petitions
are available from the Office of the Registrar and should include a detailed account of the
problem, appropriate documentation and an adequate explanation of why an | grade or late
drop was not taken during the semester in which the problem occurred. The instructor’s
signature is required on the petition. Once the petition is complete, it should be forwarded to
the appropriate School dean for review and approval. A fee is assessed on all retroactive drops.

Repetition of Courses

A student may repeat only those courses in which a grade of D, F, U, or Not Passed was
received. Undergraduate courses in which a grade of D or F has been earned may not be
repeated on a passed/not passed basis. Similarly, a graduate course in which a C, D or F grade is
received may not be repeated with the S/U option. Repetition of a course more than once
requires approval by the appropriate dean in all instances. Degree credit for a course will be
given only once, but the grade assigned at each enroliment shall be permanently recorded.

In computing the grade point average of an undergraduate who repeats a course in which
he/she received a D or F, only the most recently earned grade and grade points shall be used for

the first 16 units repeated. In the case of
further repetitions, the grade point average
shall be based on all grades assigned and
total units attempted.

Enroliment Status

Certification of Full-Time Status:
Undergraduate students must carry a study
load of at least 15 units (including workload
units) each semester in order to maintain
normal progress toward their degree. At
least 12 units are required for
undergraduates to be certified as full-time
students for financial aid purposes and to
meet minimum progress requirements.
Graduate students must carry a study load
of at least 12 units each semester in order to
be certified as full-time students.

Part-Time Student Status

If, for reasons of occupation, family
responsibility, health or graduating senior
status (one term only), a student is unable to
attend the university on a full-time basis,
he/she may qualify for enrollment in part-
time status. The student must file for part-
time status each semester. To be considered
eligible, undergraduate students must be
registered for 10 units (including workload
units) or fewer by the 10th day of
instruction that semester and graduate
students must be registered in 6 units or
fewer by the 10th day of instruction.
Minimum progress requirements are waived
for approved part-time students.
Undergraduate petitions are available on the
Office of the Registrar's web site at
registrar.ucmerced.edu, and at the Graduate
Studies web site at
graduatedivision.ucmerced.edu. Students
approved for enrollment on a part-time basis
pay the same fees as full-time students, but
pay only one-half of the Educational Fee.
Part-time Nonresidents pay one-half of the
Nonresident Tuition Fee. Undergraduates
file their part-time petition with the Office of
the Registrar; graduate students file their
petition with the Graduate Studies Division.
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Planned Educational Leave Program (PELP)

The Planned Educational Leave Program (PELP) allows students to
suspend academic work at UC Merced, leave the campus and later
resume studies at UC Merced with a minimum of procedural
difficulties. Any registered student on the UC Merced campus,
undergraduate or graduate, is eligible to enroll in the Planned
Educational Leave Program, although restrictions may be imposed
on the number of times a student can participate in the program.
Undergraduates apply for PELP at the Office of the Registrar and
graduate students apply through the Graduate Studies division.
Applications for PELP must be filed no later than the tenth day of
instruction, but must be filed by the first day of instruction for a full
refund. After filing the PELP form, a student must file an exit form
with Student Accounting. An application fee will be charged to the
student’s account when he/she enrolls in the PELP program. This
fee is identical to that paid by a student who withdraws and the
student is required to pay a readmission fee upon return.

The minimum Planned Educational Leave is one full semester; the
maximum leave is one full academic year. Applications for PELP
should be filed no later than the first day of instruction. While
approved applications can be accepted as late as the tenth day of
instruction, filing after the first day of instruction will entitle the
student to only a partial refund of fees paid, in accordance with the
Schedule of Refunds. The Schedule of Refunds refers to calendar
days beginning with the first day of instruction. The effective date
for determining a refund of fees is the date the completed and
approved PELP form is returned to the Office of the Registrar.

While students may receive academic credit at other institutions
and transfer this credit to UC Merced (subject to rules concerning
transfer credit), participants are reminded that the intent of the
program is to “suspend academic work.” Therefore, students
should carefully evaluate the desirability of taking academic work
while away from the campus during PELP. Students enrolled in
PELP are not eligible to enroll in concurrent courses at the UC
Merced campus or to earn academic credit at UC Merced during
the PELP leave.

Readmission is guaranteed assuming students resume regular
academic work at the agreed-upon date and satisfy any hold that
may have been placed on their registration. Students who do not
return at the agreed-upon date and who do not officially extend
their leave will be automatically withdrawn from the University.

Grants and other financial aid will be discontinued for the period
of the leave, but every effort will be made, where legally possible,
to allow the student to renegotiate loan payment schedules and to
ensure the availability of financial aid upon return.

Normal Progress to Degree

UC Merced undergraduate degree programs are designed to be
completed in eight terms or four academic years. To meet the
normal progress requirement, undergraduate students are expected
to enroll in and pass an average of 15 units per term, completing
the 120 units necessary for graduation in four years. The Office of
the Registrar and the appropriate dean will ensure that students are
making normal progress toward their degrees. An extension of
enrollment beyond nine terms requires the approval of the student’s
School. In order to remain in good standing, students must meet

- F o

the minimum progress requirements of the campus. (See Minimum
Progress section of catalog.)

Planning for a Major

The decision on the choice of a major is a very important one
and should be made on the basis of a student’s interests and
abilities as well as his or her career goals. Students should look
carefully into the programs available by using this catalog and
visiting Schools in which they are interested.

Students are encouraged to declare a major as soon as possible
and should begin thinking about possible majors in their first year
at UC Merced. Some major requirements demand a full four years
to complete. Since students are expected to declare into a major
by the time they have completed 60 units, the lower division major
requirements should be planned into the student’s program for the
first two years.

Declaration and Change of Major

In order to declare or change a major, a student must fill out a
Change of Major petition and have it approved by the dean or
other authorized person in the School to which he/she is declaring
or transferring and submit it to the Office of the Registrar. This
form is available on the Office of the Registrar’s web site. Current
students are only permitted to change their major until the end of
the third week of the semester and throughout the summer.
Admission into a major program may be denied or deferred if the
student is in academic difficulty or has a grade point average (GPA)
of less than 2.0 in courses required for the selected major.

Except under unusual circumstances, no change of major will be
permitted after a student has attained senior standing (90 units). It
is not possible to change or declare a major in the semester in
which a student has filed to graduate.

Double Majors

A student wishing to declare a double major must petition the
School(s) responsible for the major(s). The student must be in good
academic standing and have a GPA of at least 2.0 in the upper
division courses taken in each major program. Except under
unusual circumstances, no declaration of a double major will be
permitted after a student has attained senior standing (90 units).
Double-major students must satisfy all requirements for both

majors.
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ADDITIONAL ENROLLMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Intercampus Transfer

Undergraduates may apply for transfer to another University of
California campus. Copies of the Application for Undergraduate
Admission are available from the Office of Admissions and Relations
with Schools and Colleges and must be filed with the University of
California Undergraduate Application Processing Service, P.O. Box
4010, Concord, CA 94524-4010.

The application is also available online at UC's PATHWAYS web
site at www.ucop.edu/pathways. Students may apply online or
download a copy of the application to mail to the postal address
above. Students who are or have been enrolled in a regular UC
Merced semester may apply for an intercampus transfer to another
UC campus, provided they have not been registered subsequently
in a regular term at another collegiate institution. A nonrefundable
fee is required at the time an application is submitted.

Intercampus Visitor (ICV)

The ICV Program allows qualified undergraduate students at
UCM to take advantage of educational opportunities at other UC
campuses. This program enables students who are currently in
good standing; have completed at least one year in residence on
their home campus and have maintained a grade point average of
at least 2.0 for work completed; and obtained approval from the
dean of their School to take courses that are not available at their
home campus, to participate in special programs or study with a
distinguished faculty member at another campus for one term. A
$60 application fee is also assessed to students wanting to
participate in the ICV program. Students who meet the above
requirements should contact the Office of the Registrar.

UC/CSU/Community College Intersegmental Cross Enrollment

Interested students who wish to take a particular class at a
nearby California State University or California Community College,
may do so through the Intersegmental Cross Enrollment program.
Enrollment is limited to one course per term, a Memo of
Understanding must exist between the home and host campus, and
participating students need the approval of both the home and the
host campus.

Senate Bill 361 requires that UC, CSU and the California
Community Colleges permit students to enroll in one course per
term at a campus of either of the other two systems on a space
available basis at the discretion of the two campuses involved. This
program aims to encourage community college students to enroll
concurrently in courses offered at local universities, potentially
increasing the number of community college transfers.

To participate, students must have completed at least one term
at the home campus as a matriculated student; be enrolled in at
least twelve semester units at the home campus during the term in
which they seek to cross-enroll; have a grade-point average of 2.0
for work completed; be in good academic standing; have paid
tuition and fees required by the home campus for the academic
term in which they seek to cross-enroll; and be certified by their
home campus as to eligibility, residence, fee, financial aid and
health status.

Generally, students will be allowed to add a class, if space is
available, after the add/drop period on the host campus. To add a
course, students must obtain the faculty member’s approval and
signature on a Cross Enrollment form, available at their home
campus Registrar’s Office. The student takes the signed form to
the Office of the Registrar at the host campus for processing. All
course work taken via the Intersegmental Cross Enrollment program
is recorded on a host campus transcript and must follow the normal
transfer of credit procedures at the home campus.

Move-in day on campus.

Simultaneous Enroliment

UC students (undergraduate) may enroll, without formal
admission and without payment of additional University fees, in
courses at another UC campus on a space available basis at the
discretion of the appropriate campus authorities on both campuses.
Students qualify for this program when they have completed a
minimum of 12 units as a matriculated student at the home
campus (this requirement can be waived at the discretion of the
Dean of the appropriate School); are enrolled at both campuses in
the current term with a minimum of 12 units as a matriculated
student at the home campus; are in good academic standing; and
be certified by their home campus as to eligibility, residence, fee,
financial aid and health status. To participate in this program
please contact the Office of the Registrar to obtain form(s) that
must be filled out by appropriate authorities on both campuses and
must assert that the application of a non-home UC course will or
will not satisfy degree, graduation, major, General Education or
other specific requirements (other than unit credit). Failure to
ensure the applicability of the non-home UC course to UC Merced
requirements could result in a refusal to allow the course to satisfy
any specific requirements (other than unit requirements).

Intercampus Exchange Program for Graduate Students

A graduate student registered on the UC Merced campus may
become an intercampus exchange student for a full term at any of
the other UC campuses with the approval of the graduate advisor,
the director of the graduate group and the deans of Graduate
Studies on both the home and host campuses. To be eligible, the
graduate student must have attended UC Merced for a minimum

41 | PLEASE VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.UCMERCED.EDU



ACADEMIC POLICIES & PROCEDURES

of one term before participating in the intercampus exchange
program. Students are limited to a maximum of two consecutive
semester-based terms or three quarter-based terms on intercampus
exchange. Permission for exchange is done on a semester-by-
semester basis. Application forms may be obtained from the Office
of the Registrar web site and should be submitted four weeks in
advance of the semester in which you wish to participate.

Intercampus exchange students register at both campuses and
pay fees on their home campus; however, they have access to
student services available on the host campus. Students should
make arrangements with the Office of the Registrar to follow the
enrollment procedure of the host campus so that the grades
students obtain in courses taken on the host campus will be
transferred to records on their home campus. Grades from courses
completed on the host campus will be transferred to the home
campus and become part of the student’s official graduate
transcript. Exchange students are considered graduate students in
residence on the home campus and are not formally admitted to
the host graduate school and department. For further information,
contact Graduate Studies and the Office of the Registrar.

Concurrent Credit from Another Institution:

With the exception of currently registered students participating
in the UC/CSU/Community College Intersegmental Cross-Enrollment
Program, a student may not obtain transfer credit for courses at a
non-University of California campus in a term during which the
student is registered as a full-time student at UC Merced. An
exception can be obtained only by petitioning the appropriate
School dean well in advance of the desired registration, and the
student must still be enrolled in at least 12 units at the UC Merced
campus during the term in which the exception applies.

Professor Roger Bales and students in the field as part of Freshman
Seminar, “Climate Change, Sierra Nevada Snowpack & California's
Water Supply”

ENRICH YOUR FIRST YEAR WITH A FRESHMAN
SEMINAR!

From Harvard to Berkeley, research universities find that
freshman seminars are an excellent way to help new freshmen
make the transition to university life. Freshman seminars give
new students the chance to get to know a faculty member
personally from the beginning.

Benefits to students include:
¢ helping to decide on a major;

e studying a topic in depth with a small group of peers; and

¢ beginning an association that leads to a faculty letter of
reference at the end of the undergraduate career.

Freshman seminars are normally one-credit and offered on a
Pass/No Pass basis only.

I like being in UC Merced
because it's so easy to make friends.

Everybody is so nice and cool!

JANICE COSIO,
NATURAL SCIENCES UNDERGRADUATE
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EXAMINATIONS

Midterm Examinations

The number of midterm examinations
varies at the discretion of the instructor. In
undergraduate courses for which a midterm
examination is required, each student has
the right to take the midterm (or submit the
take-home examination as required by the
instructor) during one of the regularly
scheduled class meetings as defined in the
Schedule of Classes. The scheduling of a
midterm examination at a time other than a
regularly scheduled class meeting requires
mutual consent of the instructor and each
student registered in the course. A student who does not consent in writing to the different
time must be permitted to take the examination (or submit the take-home examination) at
the officially scheduled time. A student who consents in writing to the change of
examination time waives the right to take the midterm at the officially scheduled time.

Final Examinations

Scheduling: The Schedule of Classes lists the times that final examinations are to be held.
These are set up according to the day-and-hour periods in which the classes are given during
the semester. This information is available online or in the Schedule of Classes each term so
that students can avoid final examination conflicts. A student who has multiple exams on
the same day may discuss the situation with the instructors of the course. An instructor has
the option to agree to provide the student the exam on a different day, but is not required
to do so.

Disabilities: Students with documented disabilities may be entitled to in-class
accommodations. The student must provide the instructor with a letter from the Disability
Services Center recommending those academic accommodations that the instructor is
responsible for providing. Students must request accommodation as soon as possible to
allow the university reasonable time to evaluate the request and offer necessary adjustments.
No accommodations shall alter the nature of the academic demands made of the student
nor decrease the standards and types of academic performance, nor require facilities or
personnel that cannot reasonably be provided. The instructor should consult with the
student and the Disability Services Center with any questions or concerns.

Religious Observances: UC Merced seeks to accommodate any student who, in
observance of a religious creed, encounters an unavoidable conflict with an examination
schedule. In order to request accommodation, the student is responsible for providing, in
writing and at the beginning of the semester, notification of a potential conflict to the
individual responsible for administering the examination. Instructors will consider such
requests on a case-by-case basis and determine whether such conflicts can be resolved
without imposing on the instructor or the other students in the class an undue hardship that
cannot be reasonably avoided. If so, the instructor will determine, in consultation with the
student, a time during which the student can take the examination without incurring a
penalty or violation of the student’s religious creed.

Credit by Examination: Students currently registered in any regular term and in good
academic standing who by reason of advance preparation believe themselves to be
adequately grounded in the materials and principles of a given course may petition for credit
by examination for any course offered at UC Merced without formally enrolling in that
course. Students may obtain a petition and a copy of the prescribed conditions from the
Office of the Registrar's web site at registrar.ucmerced.edu.

The petition is subject to the approval of the instructor giving the examination and the dean
of the School involved. Once the petition has the signed approvals of the appropriate dean, it
should be submitted to the Office of the Registrar, accompanied by the mandatory fee.

Owing to special features of the
instruction, such as extensive laboratory
work, certain courses may not be
considered appropriate for obtaining credit
by examination. In addition, credit by
examination will not be approved in the
following circumstances: (1) for a student
who has had prior instruction in the topic,
(2) for the purpose of repeating a course,
(3) for courses in subjects in which the
student has completed more advanced
work, (4) for elementary and intermediate
courses in a student’s native language or
(5) for granting credit for a course which
the student has attended and audited.

To earn credit through the credit by
examination process, the examination must
be given by a UC Merced instructor and be
for a course listed in the current General
Catalog. The final results will be reported to
the Office of the Registrar, who will record
the appropriate grade and grade points.
Since failure to pass the examination will be
recorded as an F, students are encouraged to
prepare fully for such an examination before
attempting it.

GRADES, PROGRESS TO DEGREE
AND DISMISSAL

Grades

The work of all students on the UC
Merced campus is reported in terms of the
following grades:

(excellent)
(good)

(fair)

(barely passing)
(

not passing)

U T O N W

(passed at a minimum level of
C- or better by an undergraduate
student)

S (satisfactory - passed at a minimum
level of B or better by a graduate

student)
NP (not passed)
U  (unsatisfactory)
| (incomplete)
IP  (in progress)
NR (No report, when an instructor fails

to report a grade for a student).

Grades of A, B, C and D may be
modified by a plus (+) or minus (-).
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Credit Toward Degree Requirements:
A course in which the grade A, B, C, D, P
or S is received is counted toward degree
requirements. A course in which the grade
F. NP or U is received is not counted
toward degree requirements. Grades of |
or IP are not counted until such times as
they are replaced by grades A, B, C, D, P
orS.

Grade Points: Grade points are
assigned as follows: A+ = 4.0, A =4.0, A-
=3.7,B+=33,B=3.0,B-=2.7,C+=
23,C=20,C-=17,D+=13,D=1.0,
D-=0.7, F=0.0, I=0.0, and P/NP = N/A.
The grades P, S, NP, U, I and IP carry no
grade points and the units in courses so
graded are excluded in determination of
the grade point average.

Grade Point Average: A student’s
grade point average is computed on
courses undertaken in the University of
California, with the exception of courses
undertaken in University Extension. Grades
A, B, C, D and F are used in determining
the grade point average; grades |, IP, P, S,
NP and U carry no grade points and are
excluded from all grade point
computations. The grade of | is excluded
from computations.

Change of Grade: All grades except
Incomplete and In-Progress are considered
final when assigned by an instructor at the
end of a term. An instructor may request
a change of grade when a computational
or procedural error has occurred in the
original assignment of a grade, but a
grade may not be changed as a result of
re-evaluation of a student’s work. No final
grade may be revised as a result of re-
examination or the submission of
additional work after the close of term.

Grade Appeals

The Grade Appeal Policy and Process
can be found on the Office of the
Registrar's web site
(registrar.ucmerced.edu) and at the
School/College deans' offices, and from
the Dean of Graduate Studies and the Vice
Chancellor of Student Affairs.

Grade | (Incomplete): The grade of |
may be assigned when the instructor
determines that a student’s work is of
passing quality and represents a significant
portion of the requirements for a final
grade, but is incomplete for a good cause.
(Good cause may include current illness,

serious personal problems, an accident, a recent death in the immediate family, a large and
necessary increase in working hours or other situations of equal gravity). It is the student’s
responsibility to obtain written permission from the instructor to receive an | grade as
opposed to a non-passing grade. An Incomplete petition is available from the Office of the
Registrar's web site and must be filed prior to the end of the final examination period. If,
however, extenuating circumstances exist where submission of the | grade petition is not
possible before the end of the final examination period, an instructor may submit an | grade;
however, the petition, including student and instructor signatures, must be submitted to the
Office of the Registrar before the first day of instruction of the next semester (which would
include the summer sessions). If the petition is not received by the Office of the Registrar
before the first day of instruction of the next semester, then the | grade will revert to an F,
NP, or U.

If an | grade is assigned, students may receive unit credit and grade points by satisfactorily
completing the coursework as specified by the instructor. Students should not re-enroll in
the course; if they do, it is recorded twice on the transcript. Once an | grade is assigned, it
remains permanently on the transcript along with the passing grade students may later
receive for that course.

| grades are not counted in computing the grade point average. An | grade received in
the fall term must be replaced by the first day of instruction in the following fall term. An |
grade received in the spring or summer terms must be replaced by the first day of instruction
in the following spring term.

Except as noted below, any | grade that has not been replaced within the deadlines above
will be converted to grade F (or NP/U if taken passed/not passed). After that time, but not
retroactively, the grade is counted in computing a student’s grade point average.

Exception: If a degree is conferred before the end of the deadlines above following the
assignment of an | grade, the grade will not be converted to an F (or NP/U). However, the
student still has the option of removing the | grade within the deadlines above. Students
with 15 or more units of | on their record may not register without permission of the
appropriate dean.

Grade IP (In Progress): For a course extending over more than one term where the
evaluation of the student’s performance is deferred until the end of the final term,
provisional grades of In Progress (IP) shall be assigned in the intervening terms. The
provisional grades shall be replaced by the final grade if the student completes the full
sequence. The grade IP is not included in the grade point average. If the full sequence of
courses is not completed, the IP will be replaced by a grade of Incomplete. Further changes
in the student’s record will be subject to the rules pertaining to | grades.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED | 2006-2007 CATALOG | 44



ACADEMIC POLICIES & PROCEDURES

Grade Passed/Not Passed (P/NP): Undergraduate students in
good standing who are enrolled in at least 12 units may take
certain courses on a passed/not passed (P/NP) basis. Students may
enroll in one course each term on a P/NP basis (two courses if they
have not elected the P/NP in the preceding term), not including
Freshman Seminars which are always P/NP courses.

Changes to and from the P/NP option must be made during the
enroliment period. No changes can be made after the first two
weeks of classes without the approval of the appropriate dean. A
student may not repeat on a P/NP basis a course that was
previously taken on a letter-graded basis.

The grade P is assigned for a letter grade of C- or better. If the
student earns a grade of D+ or below, the grade will be recorded
as NP. In both cases, the student’s grade will not be computed into
the grade point average.

Credit for courses taken on a P/NP basis is limited to one-third of
the total units taken and passed on the UC Merced campus at the
time the degree is awarded.

A course that is required or a prerequisite for a student’s major may
be taken on a P/NP basis only upon approval of the faculty. Schools
may designate some courses as passed/not passed only. Students do
not have the option of taking these courses for a letter grade.

Grade Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (S/U): The grade of S is
awarded to graduate students for work in graduate courses that
otherwise would receive a grade of B or better.

Graduate students, under certain circumstances, may be assigned
grades of S or U, but units earned in this way will not be counted
in calculating the grade point average. Petitions to elect S/U
grading are available from the Graduate Division’s web site at
gradstudies.ucmerced.edu and must be signed by the student’s
graduate advisor. Graduate students may petition to take no more
than one course per semester on an S/U grading basis. A graduate
course in which a C, D or F grade is received may not be repeated
with the S/U option.

In specific approved courses, instructors will assign only
Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory grades. Such courses count toward
the maximum number of units graded S allowable toward the
degree, as specified by each degree program.

Grading Options

Unless otherwise stated in the course description, each course is
letter graded with a P/NP or S/U option (unless required for your
major or graduate program), not including Freshman Seminars
which are always P/NP courses.

Students have until the end of the second week of each
semester to change the grade option on a course via
MyRegistration, accessible through MyUCMerced. After the second
week of each semester and up until the last day of instruction for
that semester, a student may only change the grade option on a
course with the approval of their School dean using the Course
Addition/Change form available on the Office of the Registrar’s web
site: registrar.ucmerced.edu. Students in good standing who are
changing a grade option for a course from a letter grade to a P/NP
option must conform to the rules guiding the taking of courses on
a P/NP basis (see section on Passed/Not Passed).

Retroactive Grade Changes

All grades except | and IP are final when filed by an instructor at
the end of the semester. No final grade except | may be revised by
examination or the submission of additional work after the close of
the semester.

If a clerical or procedural error in the reporting of a grade by the
instructor can be documented, the student may request a change
of grade with a petition available from school dean’s office. The
request must be made by the fifth week of the following semester.

Grade changes for “clerical” errors (such as incorrect addition of
points), upon documentation, are automatically granted. Requests
to interchange P, NP, S or U grades with normal letter grades based
upon student need (such as to allow graduation or to meet
entrance requirements for professional school) do not involve
clerical or procedural errors and are automatically denied. Thus,
students should exercise the Passed/Not Passed or
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory grading options with caution.

Students are reminded of their responsibility to be aware of the
procedures and regulations contained in this catalog and the
Schedule of Classes, to verify their class schedule and to familiarize
themselves with the expectations of their instructors. No changes,
except completion of an | grade as noted above, can be made to
the student’s record once he or she has graduated.

Mid-Semester Grades

Mid-semester grades provide students in lower division courses with
early feedback (both positive and negative) about their academic
performance. Mid-semester grades provide an opportunity for students
to receive positive reinforcement and motivation if they are doing well,
and to identify those who are struggling. Mid-semester grades allow
faculty, advisors and services on campus to intervene with students who
are in academic difficulty, while there is still time in the semester. Mid-
semester grades for all lower-division courses only are reported at the
end of the seventh week of the semester, and all grades are submitted
as letter grades for letter-graded courses (regardless of whether the
student has elected to take the course as P/NP). If a course is P/NP only,
all grades will be submitted as P/NP. Mid-semester grades are notational
grades which are used to help ensure the academic success of UC
Merced students in lower division courses. These grades are not
recorded in any permanent record or on a student’s academic transcript.
All mid-semester grades of D+, D, D- or F on any course that requires
freshmen-only students attend a one-hour Academic Success
Workshop. Attendance is mandatory and a hold for future semester
course registration can only be removed by fully participating in the one-
hour workshop. Sophomores with a D or F grade are encouraged to
attend an Academic Success Workshop; however, they can have the
hold for future semester course registration released by meeting with
their academic advisor.

Final Grades

Grades are generally available as soon as possible after a semester
has ended. Students can check their grades online using the
MyUCMerced enrollment/records system.

Grade Reports: After grades are recorded for a semester or summer
session, they are available online via MyUCMerced. With the availability
of online grade reporting, students can print their grade reports from
the Internet. Grade reports printed by the Office of the Registrar will be
provided at the request of the student.
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Minimum Progress

The following provisions apply to all undergraduates. Graduate
and professional students with scholarship deficiencies are subject
to action at the discretion of the Division of Graduate Studies.

a. Minimum Progress-Qualitative Standards

An undergraduate student will be placed on academic probation
if at the end of any term the student's grade point average:

is less than 2.0, but not less than 1.5, for the term
or

is less than 2.0 for all courses taken within the University
of California.

An undergraduate student is subject to academic disqualification
from the University if at the end of any term:

the student’s grade point average for that term is less
than 1.5;
or

the student has completed two consecutive terms on
academic probation without achieving a cumulative grade
point average of 2.0.

In the case of probation or dismissal, the official transcript will
state “Academic Probation or Academic Dismissal”. Once a student
has met qualitative standards for scholarship, the notation will be
removed from the transcript and the student will return to good
standing.

B. Minimum Progress-Quantitative Standards

An undergraduate student is subject to probation if he or she
does not complete a minimum of 12 UC units if he or she attends
only one semester in an academic year or 24 UC cumulative units
for two semesters in an academic year (minimum progress is not
calculated in the summer, although course work taken in summer
can allow a student to catch up or get ahead of the minimum
progress requirements). All deficient academic units must be made
up in the next consecutive academic year in addition to the
minimum (24) units required in that academic year. If the student
meets the next applicable minimum progress requirement for
quantitative standards, the student will return to good standing. If
a student has not returned to good standing for quantitative
standards in the next consecutive academic year, the student will be
subject to disqualification.

Minimum progress requirements do not apply to students who
have a dean’s approval to carry less than the minimum progress
load because of medical disability, employment, a serious personal
problem, a recent death in the immediate family, the primary
responsibility for the care of a family or a serious accident involving
the student.

Probation and Disqualification

An undergraduate student on academic probation or subject
thereto is under such supervision as the faculty of that student’s
School may determine. Continued registration of an
undergraduate student subject to academic disqualification is at the
discretion of the faculty concerned, or its authorized agent, and is
subject to such conditions as that faculty may impose.

A student will be placed on probation or subject to
disqualification for failure to meet qualitative or quantitative
standards of scholarship as described in the minimum progress
section.

The qualitative standards of scholarship require that a student
maintain a C average (2.0) or better for all work undertaken in the
University and for the work undertaken in any one semester.

The quantitative standards, referred to as minimum progress
requirements, define scholarship in terms of the number of units
that a student must satisfactorily complete. It is assumed that a
student will earn the 120-unit minimum degree requirement within
8 semesters (four years). This means students must plan to
complete, on average, 15 units per semester.

DISMISSAL

Undergraduate students may be dismissed for either qualitative
or quantitative reasons (defined above) based on the decision of
the dean of the School in which the student is enrolled. Should a
former UC Merced student later wish to be readmitted to UC
Merced, the authority to do so rests with the dean of the School
from which the student was dismissed (see Readmission Policy.)
Students are encouraged to see their advisor or go to the dean’s
office of their School or to the Student Advising and Learning
Center if they need academic advising about probation and
dismissal.

Readmission

Policy available on the Office of the Registrar web site.

Transfer with Scholastic Deficiencies

To transfer from one campus of the University to another, or
from one School to another on the same campus, a student who
has been academically disqualified or is on academic probation
must obtain the approval of the dean to whose jurisdiction the
student seeks to transfer.
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TRANSCRIPTS AND RECORDS

Transcripts (official and unofficial) may be ordered via
MyUCMerced as soon as possible after the end of the semester.
Alumni and students who are not registered may order
transcripts from the Office of the Registrar. See the Office of the
Registrar’s web site at registrar.ucmerced.edu for further
information. At times other than the end of the semester, the
normal period required for processing and issuing transcripts for
both registered and former students is 7 to 10 working days
after receipt of the student’s request. There is a $7 charge for
each transcript and $14 (plus shipping) for all rush requests. The
alumnus/a or student’s financial account must be paid in full
prior to the acceptance of the total amount due for the
transcript request, and the transcript fees must accompany the
application. Students who urgently need a transcript that would
normally take 7 to 10 days to issue can expect a 48-hour turn-
around for the rush request.

Transcripts of all work done through UC Merced’s Division of
Professional Studies must be requested directly from that
division. Contact Professional Studies at (559) 241-7400.
Transcripts of work completed at another campus of the
University or at another institution must be requested directly
from the campus or institution concerned.

Access to Records: Students are entitled by law and University
policy to examine and challenge most of the records that the
University maintains on them. These records are confidential and
in most circumstances may be released to third parties only with
the student’s prior consent.

Change of Name and Address

Students may petition to change their name on official
University records. The form can be downloaded from the Office
of the Registrar’s web site. Legally recognized proof of the
change of name will be required before the petition is accepted
and implemented. (Students planning to graduate should file
this petition no later than the fifth week of the semester in
which they intend to graduate.)

Students may also update their address(es) using MyUCMerced
or submit a Change of Address form downloaded from Office of
the Registrar’s web site.

Leaving UC Merced

Students who find that they cannot attend the University for a
semester in which they have enrolled may cancel their
registration only if instruction for that semester has not yet
begun. To do so, they must formally request a cancellation of
their registration from the Office of the Registrar. If instruction
has already begun and students find it necessary to stop
attending all classes, they must formally request withdrawal from
the University. When a completed withdrawal form is approved
by the dean of the School with which the student is affiliated, a
W notation will be assigned for each course in which the student
has been enrolled. Students will not be eligible to re-enroll until
they have been readmitted. Students who withdraw during a
term must file a Notice of Cancellation/Withdrawal, available
from the Office of the Registrar’s web site at

registrar.ucmerced.edu. Before considering a complete
withdrawal, students are urged to consult an academic advisor
and the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships, if appropriate,
to consider the full implications of this action.

Please see the refund policies for specific details on refund
rules. Students who fail to submit an approved petition for
cancellation/withdrawal will receive F, NP or U grades, as
appropriate, for all courses in which they are enrolled for that
term.

Being at UC Merced, it gives you the opportunily to do

what you can, should, would, could, and WILL do.

At UC Merced, it's the close-knit community and the
ability to change the school with just one step of

courage and belief in oneself.

As a UCM student, the best thing is being able to do
anything you want and at the same time, have the

whole UC system behind you every way.

Being a UCM student, you get to see a camel on
Bellevue, a white horse on North Lake, two flamingos
at a ranch and a plethora of bunnies on the campus.

What more do you want?!

You can play such a pivotal role in the development of
the university and student life. Also, the opportunities;
how many deans from other campuses invite their

Students to a BBQ at their house?

UC MERCED DEFINES "OPPORTUNITY"

JULIA ZHOU
UNDERGRADUATE
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ACADEMIC POLICIES & PROCEDURES

GRADUATION

Residency Requirement: Each candidate for the bachelor’s
degree must complete 24 of the last 36 units in residence in the
school of the University of California in which the degree is to be
earned. Under certain circumstances, exceptions may be granted
by the appropriate dean, such as when a student attends classes
at another UC campus as an approved visitor or participates in
one of the following: UC Education Abroad, UC Washington
Center Program or UC Sacramento House.

Scholarship Requirement: To receive a bachelor’s degree, a
candidate must have a 2.0 grade point average in all courses
attempted at the University.

Undergraduate Students

Declaration of Candidacy: Students expecting to complete
work for their degree by the end of a semester must declare
their candidacy by filing an Application for Graduation,
accompanied by the appropriate fee, with the Office of the
Registrar for the semester in which they plan to receive the
degree. Students have until December 1 of each year to file to
graduate in the following Spring or Summer terms, or until April
1 of each year to file to graduate in the following Fall term.

Nonregistered Students: Students who are not registered must
submit the Declaration of Candidacy form that can be
downloaded from the Office of the Registrar’s web site at
registrar.ucmerced.edu. It can be mailed along with the
appropriate fee to the Office of the Registrar. The form must be
received by the Office of the Registrar by December 1 to file to
graduate in the following Spring or Summer terms, or by April 1
of each year to graduate in the following Fall term.

Degree Check: The Office of the Registrar will check all
pertinent records to ensure that the student has completed a
minimum of 120 units and appropriate institutional requirements
and is in good academic standing. The student’s School will
check for the fulfillment of major and School requirements.

Graduate Students

Before a graduate degree can be conferred, candidates must
have been advanced to candidacy and completed the master's
thesis or doctoral dissertation and any required comprehensive or
oral examinations.

Confirmation of Candidacy: Students will receive an electronic
notification indicating whether they have been advanced to
candidacy. To report an error, go to the Office of the Registrar.

Commencement

Commencement exercises to honor students who have earned
baccalaureate and graduate degrees, and to give recognition and
awards to students who are graduating with distinction, are held
each year in May. Students who have earned their degrees in
the previous fall semester or in summer sessions are welcome to
participate.

Diplomas

Diplomas are not distributed at commencement but are
available several months afterward. The Office of the Registrar
will mail each diploma to the address listed on the Declaration of
Candidacy form. Domestic/International fees are applicable. The
Office of the Registrar will retain diplomas for five years only.

Chancellor Carol Tomlinson-Keasey, left, marches down Scholars Lane with
UC Merced's first graduates: Eve Delfin, Daniel Santillano and Kristi
Imberi.

In my 30 year career, | have never
enjoyed teaching as much as | have
here at UC Merced.

It is the highlight of my day.

PROFESSOR WILL SHADISH,
PSYCHOLOGY
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GENERAL EDUCATION AND COLLEGE ONE

COIIege One welcomes all undergraduate students to an
adventure in intellectual exploration. College One is
home to UC Merced's general education program,
introducing you to the major domains of intellectual inquiry
and helping you to build important college-level skills. Our
top priority is to promote and foster your academic success.

What is general education? All universities aspire to
educate the whole student. As John Nichols of St. Joseph’s
University puts it, your major will prepare you to make a
living, while general education will equip you with the skills,
knowledge and attitudes to make a life.

As society grows more and more complex, it becomes
increasingly necessary to train students to be able to solve
problems in real world settings. General education provides
you with the practical skills and diverse knowledge base that
you will need to become a good problem-solver after
graduation. You will be entering the workplace in an era of
rapid change; your future career may ultimately be in a field
that doesn't exist today. Through general education, you will
craft for yourself the tools that will let you continue to grow
in a world that demands lifelong learning for success.

General education at UC Merced will help you grow
intellectually by:

e Strengthening your abilities in quantitative reasoning and
written, oral and other communication skills; and

¢ Introducing and teaching you to integrate broad domains
of knowledge: arts and humanities; social and cognitive
sciences; natural sciences; and technologies and
engineering methods.

Throughout your undergraduate years, UC Merced's
general education program will help you fine-tune your
ability to communicate through words, numbers, images,
and actions; and enable you to discover the many ways in
which knowledge is created and put to good use.

General education at UC Merced places a high premium
on demonstrating the ways in which different disciplines can
make links with each other. There will also be an emphasis
on practicing and applying what you are learning in the
classroom--an educational value also reflected in the
undergraduate majors at UC Merced.

How does College One help you meet these goals for
general education? While UC Merced is new and growing,
all faculty and students are affiliated with College One. The
faculty have created a set of principles that embody the
kinds of learning to be achieved through general education
at UC Merced. You will encounter these principles in action
through the Core Course Sequence, a unique opportunity
for all UC Merced undergraduates to share a common
exploration of the issues that will affect your future. All
freshmen and juniors will take a Core Course. You can read
more about the Core Course Sequence a little further on in
this Catalog.

Education is what remains after one has

forgotten everything...learned in school.

ALBERT EINSTEIN, RECIPIENT OF NOBEL PRIZE IN PHYSICS AND
PROFESSOR OF THEORETICAL PHYSICS, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

College One is a hub of information, both on the UC Merced web site and
physically, in the Kolligian Library. College One will help you connect with such
exciting opportunities as the Freshman Seminar Program, Undergraduate Research
Opportunities, and University of California programs in Sacramento, Washington
DC and overseas. You will be encouraged to keep track of your progress in
meeting your general education goals by the faculty who are all part of College
One, as well as by your advisors in the Student Advising and Learning Center and
in the Schools.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR GENERAL EDUCATION AT UC MERCED

UC Merced is planning educational experiences designed to prepare well-
educated people of the 21st century for the workplace, for advanced education
and for a leadership role within their communities. UC Merced graduates will be
exceptionally well prepared to navigate and succeed in a complex world. The
principles guiding the design and implementation of our academic program are
envisioned within a continuum that ranges from preparatory and advanced
curricula in general education and in the majors, through a variety of educational
activities inside and outside the classroom.

All UC Merced graduates will reflect these principles, which provide the
foundation for their education:

e Scientific Literacy: To have a functional understanding of scientific, technological
and quantitative information, and to know both how to interpret scientific
information and effectively apply quantitative tools;

e Decision Making: To appreciate the various and diverse factors bearing on
decisions and the know-how to assemble, evaluate, interpret and use
information effectively for critical analysis and problem solving;

e Communication: To convey information to and communicate and interact
effectively with multiple audiences, using advanced skills in written and other
modes of communication;

e Self and Society: To understand and value diverse perspectives in both the
global and community contexts of modern society in order to work
knowledgeably and effectively in an ethnically and culturally rich setting;

e Ethics and Responsibility: To follow ethical practices in their professions and
communities, and care for future generations through sustainable living and
environmental and societal responsibility;

e Leadership and Teamwork: To work effectively in both leadership and team
roles, capably making connections and integrating their expertise with the
expertise of others;

e Aesthetic Understanding and Creativity: To appreciate and be knowledgeable
about human creative expression, including literature and the arts; and

e Development of Personal Potential: To be responsible for achieving the full
promise of their abilities, including psychological and physical well-being.
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GENERAL EDUCATION AND COLLEGE ONE

GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS

The UC Merced general education program consists of courses that are
informed by the Guiding Principles and that meet the following graduation
requirements:

e University requirements,
e Campus requirements, and

¢ School requirements.

A. University Requirements

e University of California Entry Level Writing Requirement (formerly, Subject A
Requirement)

e American History and Institutions

University of California Entry Level Writing Requirement/Analytical
Writing Placement Exam (formerly, Subject A): To succeed at UC Merced, you
must be able to understand and to respond adequately to written material typical
of reading assignments in freshman courses, including being able to structure and
develop an essay that uses written English effectively. Any student who has not yet
satisfied this entrance requirement through one of the alternatives listed below will
be required to complete it by the end of the second semester of enrollment at UC
Merced. Failure to complete this requirement in the time allowed will result in a
hold on a student’s registration. Students may satisfy the University of California
Entry Level Writing Requirement in any of the following ways:

e Score 3, 4 or 5 on the College Board Advanced Placement Examination in
English (Language or Literature);

e Score 30 or higher on the ACT combined EnglishAVriting Test;

e Score 680 or higher on the College Board SAT Reasoning Test Writing Section
or the SAT II: Writing Subject Test;

e Score 5 or higher on the International Baccalaureate Higher Level Examination
in English (Language A only);

e Prior to enrolling in the University, complete with a grade of C or better a
transferable college course in English composition worth four quarter or three
semester units;

Professor Henry Forman introduces CORE1 students to principles of science.

e Achieve a passing score on the University’s writing
proficiency examination, called the University of
California Analytical Writing Placement Exam (formerly,
Subject A Examination); or

e Complete an acceptable writing course at UC Merced
(WRI 1 or other acceptable course).

The University offers the University of California Analytical
Writing Placement Exam (formerly, Subject A Examination)
each spring on the second Saturday in May at test centers
throughout the state for students who plan to enroll in the
University the following fall. California residents who will
enter the University as freshmen must take the exam if they
have not otherwise satisfied the requirement (by one of the
methods listed above). Students must pay a nonrefundable
fee of $65 to cover test administration costs. Students who
received admission application fee waivers will automatically
have this fee waived.

Students will receive detailed information about the exam
in April from the Educational Testing Service (ETS). Students
must make checks or money orders payable to ETS and
submit them by the date indicated. A postage-paid return
envelope will be included. Students who are not from
California may take the exam in the fall after enrolling at the
University.

University of California Entry Level Writing
Requirement/Subject A Online: Comprehensive
information about the University of California Entry Level
Writing Requirement/Subject A Requirement and
examination is available at www.ucop.edu/sas/sub-a/.

American History and Institutions Requirement: As a
candidate for an undergraduate degree at UC Merced, you
need to demonstrate knowledge of American history and of
the principles of American institutions under the federal and
state constitutions. You may meet the requirement by
completing specific courses or earning a certain score on an
examination. Transfer students are urged to complete the
requirement before they enroll.

You may satisfy both the American History and American
Institutions requirements in the following ways:

1. Complete in high school one year of United States
history with grades of C or better, or one semester
of United States history and one semester of United
States government with grades of C or better;

2. Achieve a score of 3, 4 or 5 on the College Board
Advanced Placement Examination in U.S. History.

3. Achieve a score of 550 or better on the SAT II: U.S.
History test;

4. Complete acceptable course work at a community
college or other accredited institution; or

5. Complete acceptable course work at UC Merced
(both HIST 16 and HIST 17).
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GENERAL EDUCATION AND COLLEGE ONE

B. Campus Requirements
e Two-Semester CORE Course Sequence
e Lower division writing course

e (College-Level mathematics/quantitative reasoning
course

The World at Home—Planning for the Future in a
Complex World

The College One CORE Course Sequence is future-
oriented, striving to help students gain the intellectual
tools, knowledge and insights that will help informed
citizens devise future solutions to real-life problems. The
UC Merced CORE Course Sequence aims to understand
the world at large as it is reflected in the world at home--
California. By examining the local evidence of global
problems, you will begin to grapple with the issues that
will affect you personally and professionally.

CORE 1 will pose a set of questions as they are framed
by the various domains of human knowledge known as
the disciplines. CORE 100 will give you a chance to build
on what you have been learning during your first two
years by returning to the questions introduced in CORE 1
and trying out different ways to find answers. CORE 100
is required of all transfer students as well as all
continuing UC Merced students.

In CORE 1, UC Merced faculty will introduce you to
how their disciplines define the challenges faced by
informed citizens of this new century.

For example:

e (Can advances in technology mitigate the effects of
burgeoning populations and resource depletion?

¢ How will a changing climate affect the future
migration of human populations?

¢ How do citizens decide among conflicting ethical
choices, each with a compelling claim?

Faculty from all three Schools will join together to
show how such complex questions might best be probed
through connecting the insights of their disciplines.

As a junior in CORE 100, you will begin to apply what
you have learned during your first two years from your
lower division general education and the introductory
work in your chosen major. Every society needs people
who can solve problems, and increasingly, problem-
solving is accomplished by many professions through
multidisciplinary team efforts. The goal of this course is
to teach students problem-solving skills through the
experience of working on a multidisciplinary team to
formulate a solution for a societal problem. The team will
be composed of students from several majors to provide
the breadth needed for a multidisciplinary approach; and
will address the pros and cons of proposed solutions
from scientific, cultural, ethical and economic
perspectives.

Across the two semesters of the CORE Course Sequence, you will:

e work together in groups on joint projects or problems, to build your
leadership and teamwork abilities;

e learn to think analytically and communicate effectively in the context of
problems affecting your lives and futures;

e use gquantitative methods as well as ethical judgment to make decisions
and defend those decisions to your peers; and

e in CORE 100, present your solutions in a public presentation, which would
include written, graphic and oral elements and even allow you to write
and perform brief plays or songs, or create art in other media

Lower Division Writing Course: Analytical writing is a means for
understanding better what you are learning and conveying your ideas to
different audiences: your instructors, your fellow students and people outside
the university. The lower division writing requirement will start you on a path
of writing development that will continue through your four years at UC
Merced.

WRI 10: College Reading and Composition

This course is designed to help you develop your college-level skills in
effective use of language, analysis and argumentation, organization, and
strategies for creation, revision and editing. It must be completed during your
freshman or sophomore year.

Mathematics/Quantitative Reasoning: All students will take a college-
level mathematics/quantitative reasoning course. For some of you,
mathematics and statistics will be an essential tool for mastering a field in
depth. For others, you will build your ability to understand how quantitative
methods are applied in society to support arguments and solve problems. A
variety of courses will be available to meet this requirement, based on your
field of interest. Check the requirements of the major that interests you, in
the school section of the catalog, for information on courses that satisfy
Mathematics/Quantitative Reasoning.

C. School Requirements

The Schools of Engineering, Natural Sciences, and Social Sciences,
Humanities and Arts each have a set of general education requirements to be
completed if you choose a major offered by that School. School requirements
include courses to help you build the collateral knowledge and skills you will
need in order to succeed in your major. School requirements 